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Asterisks noted in the  
Order of Worship indicates a 

time to stand.  
Please stand as you are able.

Assisted listening devices are 
available at the Information 

Desk for use during the services. 
Two types are offered:  

an ear bud or a neck loop.

“To Be and To Make  
disciples of chrisT”

one faiTh faMily.
Two caMpuses.

Whether you worship at our 
Downtown campus or our 
Trinity campus, you can 
find a place to belong at 

Buncombe Street.
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the GreetiNG & aNNouNcemeNtS

the VoluNtary A Charge to Keep I Have Setting, Davis
R. Vance Jenkins, Director of Music & Principal Organist

the chimiNG of the hour

ceNteriNG WordS (from 1 Timothy 6:18a, 19b CEB Adapted)
Be rich in the good things you do, that you may take hold of what is truly life

*the hymN of ProceSSioN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling UMH 384, BEECHER

*the collect  The Reverend Grover Putnam
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and 
pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your 
promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

*the PSalter Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 
You who live in the shelter of the Most High,  
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord,

“My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and  
from the deadly pestilence; he will cover you with his pinions,

and under his wings you will find refuge;  
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
You will not fear the terror of the night,  
or the arrow that flies by day,

or the pestilence that stalks in darkness,  
or the destruction that wastes at noonday.
Those who love me, I will deliver;  
I will protect those who know my name.

When they call to me,  
I will answer them; 
I will be with them in trouble,  
I will rescue them and honor them.

With long life I will satisfy them,  
and show them my salvation.

*the Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.



the commiSSioNiNG of the 2022-23 SProutS

Sisters and brothers in Christ, through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into Christ’s holy church. We 
are incorporated into Christ’s mighty acts of salvation and given new birth through water and the Spirit. All this 
is God’s gift, offered without price.

Through coming together in disciplined groups, watching over one another in love, we help each other live out 
our baptismal vows and our General Rules as expressed in the General Rule of Discipleship:

To witness to Jesus Christ in the world, and to follow his teachings through acts of compassion, 
justice, worship, and devotion, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
This group presents themselves today to share their commitments to God, to each other and to you as members 
with you in this congregation of Christ’s holy church.

They ask for your prayers and your blessing.

Pastor to the Sprouts:

Do you pledge to witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings through acts of compassion?

We do.
Do you pledge to witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings

through acts of justice?

We do.
Do you pledge to witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings

through acts of devotion?

We do.
Do you pledge to witness to Jesus Christ in the world and to follow his teachings

through acts of worship?

We do.
Pastor to congregation:

Let us extend our hands in blessing toward these sisters and brothers, and the commitments they make before 
God and this congregation.

Let us pray:

Almighty God, we thank you for the living witness of sisters and brothers

who are pledging to follow Christ and witness to his teachings in the world.

Pour out your Spirit on them.

Come, Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Spirit on us.

Come, Holy Spirit.
Give them the strength to keep the commitments they have made to you

and to each other.

Give us the love and the wisdom to support their growth in holiness all the days of their lives.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom be blessing and honor, glory and power,

wisdom and strength, now and for ever. 

Amen.

the PaStoral Prayer 

the lord’S Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



*the offertory hymN O How I Love Jesus UMH 170,  O HOW I LOVE JESUS

the offertory Prayer

Loving Father, thank you for the privilege of partnering with you and each other in the work of the ministry. We 
know that you will bless our efforts and contributions for the proclamation of the gospel and the building up of 
your church. Father, be pleased with our tithes and offerings today. Affirm your love, grace, and provision for 
each giver in our midst. Thank you for their heart for the ministry. Let us continue to give with cheerfulness and 
full trust that you will never fail us in their time of need. Amen. 

the offertory The King of Love My Shepherd Is Setting, Courtney

*the doxoloGy  UMH 95, OLD 100TH
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

the choral aNthem The Gift of Love Hopson
BSUMC Chancel Choir

the leSSoN from the old teStameNt Psalm 127 Pew Bible NT 573

If God doesn’t build the house, 
    the builders only build shacks. 
If God doesn’t guard the city, 
    the night watchman might as well nap. 
It’s useless to rise early and go to bed late, 
    and work your worried fingers to the bone. 
Don’t you know he enjoys 
    giving rest to those he loves? 
 
Don’t you see that children are God’s best gift? 
    the fruit of the womb his generous legacy? 
Like a warrior’s fistful of arrows 
    are the children of a vigorous youth. 
Oh, how blessed are you parents, 
    with your quivers full of children! 
Your enemies don’t stand a chance against you; 
    you’ll sweep them right off your doorstep.

the SermoN “Stay in Love with God” The Reverend Brian Gilmer

*the aPoStleS’ creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
**universal

*the receSSioNal hymN Blest Be The Tie That Binds UMH 557, DENNIS

*the bleSSiNG of the PeoPle

*the choral beNedictioN Lead Me, Lord  Young

*the chimiNG of the holy triNity

the orGaN PoStlude Postlude on BEECHER Setting, Hustad



Flowers
The altar flowers are from the wedding of elizabeth hayeS aNd caSey JohNSoN. They are given to the glory of God and 
in memory of John Thomas Gibbs, grandfather of the bride and Rosalie & Richard Sloan and Patricia & Robert Johnson, 
grandparents of the groom.

Announcements
	● the Next Way forWard taSk force educatioNal meetiNG Will be held oN thurSday, SePtember 29 at 6:30 

Pm iN SiSk hall. The topic for this week’s meeting is Financial Considerations and the issues facing the United 
Methodist Church. 

	● Mark your calendars! Next Sunday, October 2, we will worship together as one church in celebration of World 
commuNioN SuNday. Join us for a special worship experience as we take communion together. We will also be 
kicking off our October sermon series, which focuses on our membership vows of prayers, presence, gifts, service 
and witness. Please note there will only be ONE service on October 2. We invite all who regularly attend our Chapel 
service, our Trinity Campus Traditional service, and The Table service to join us at 11:00 AM in the Downtown 
Sanctuary. 

	● We are So excited to briNG our 43rd aNNual fall feStiVal to the eNtire GreeNVille commuNity. Join us on 
Saturday, October 8 from 4:00 – 7:00 PM in the main BSUMC parking lot across from the Downtown Sanctuary for 
an afternoon of fall fun! Enjoy food trucks, inflatables, live music (including our own Table Worship band), a petting 
zoo, balloon art, and face painting. Bring your neighborhood, tailgate crew, your family, and friends – all ages are 
welcome. Cost is $5/person. 

	● Join the Chancel Choir this evening, September 25, for a choral eVeNSoNG celebrating the Feast of St. Michael and 
All Angels (Michaelmas), at 5:00 PM in the Downtown Sanctuary. The brief service of 45 minutes features liturgy, 
prayers, scripture readings, music, and message, offering the opportunity to gather and spend time in prayer and 
thanksgiving for the many ways in which God watches over us. Our honored, special guests for Evenson will be 
members from local law enforcement who work tirelessly to protect us. 

As we offer  
our gifts to God,  

you may use  
the QR code 

to give online.


