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Welcome & Announcements

centering Words (from Jeremiah 18)
God is the potter; we are the clay. Rest in gratitude on the 
potter’s wheel, for we are being shaped according to God’s 
purposes. We are being molded into vessels of great beauty and 
infinite worth.

cAll to Worship 
When we try to hide,
God always finds us.
When we crawl into the darkness,
even there we don’t escape God’s eyes.
Are you tired of running from the one who loves you?
We are here at last, ready and eager to be made whole.
Let us worship the living God.

*hymn Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty UMH 64, NICAEA

prAyers of the people  The Reverend Brian Gilmer

the lord’s prAyer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

offertory prAyer

God of the Universe, thank you that your promises are sure, you are faithful, 
and we can rely on you. Your word says that we will find joy in offering our 
time, talents, and money to meet the needs of others. Help us to give freely, 
sacrificially and cheerfully towards the work of your kingdom. May you cause the 
seeds that we sow to grow into well-watered, fruitful trees of life. Lord, bless us 
and keep us, make your face shine upon us. Turn your face towards us and give 
us peace. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

the offertory If with All Your Hearts Mendelssohn
Kay McWatters, organ

the chorAl Anthem O Lord Most Holy Franck
Myra Cordell, soprano



*doxology

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*scripture reAding Matthew 25:31-40 Pew Bible NT 29

homily  The Reverend Karen Jones
 “Questions God Asks Us: Where is Your Brother?” 

the invitAtion to communion

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin 
before God and one another.

the confession And pArdon

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we 
have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not 
loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive 
us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. (time of silent confession)
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves 
God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.

the greAt thAnksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your 
image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our 
love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made 
covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. And 
so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him 
to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to 
announce that the time had come when you would save your people. He healed 
the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, 



death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery 
to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power 
of your Word and Holy Spirit. On the night in which he gave himself up for us, 
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and 
said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.”
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to 
his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with 
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for 
the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one 
with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ 
comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 
almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.

the giving

The ushers will direct the congregation to the table. Communion is served through 
intinction. Please cup your hands to receive the bread, then dip the bread into the cup 

before consuming it. Gluten-free and prepackaged elements are available  
upon request. If you are unable to approach the table, please alert the usher 

and you may be served in your seat.

the prAyer After communion

*closing hymn  UMH 613, LAND OF REST
 O Thou Who This Mysterious Bread
*Benediction

The one who shaped us in our mothers’ wombs loves and shapes us still.
God is the potter; we are the clay.
The one who formed our inward parts continues to create us anew each and 
every day.
God is the potter; we are the clay.
The one who molds us in God’s own image, fashions us for glory.
God is the potter; we are the clay.
Go with God’s blessings.

the orgAn postlude Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing Setting, Wood
Kay McWatters, organ



“To Be and To Make disciples of chrisT” 
one faiTh faMily. Two caMpuses.

 downTown caMpus TriniTy caMpus
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Announcements
	● registrAtion for the fAll session of our B-street smAll groups is noW open! We 

are so excited to have so many opportunities for people to gather and grow 
in their faith together over the next few months. Browse our Handbook, 
located in each pew rack, for more information on each group. There is 
a group for everyone! Sign up for a group by using the signup card, also 
located in the pew rack, scanning the QR code on the cover, or by visiting 
our website.

	● Join the BuncomBe street teAm And WAlk With us for the 2022 WAlk for WAter- 
greenville At 10:00 Am on septemBer 24 At furmAn university. Together we will 
raise funds and awareness to fight the global water crisis by building safe 
water solutions for people in need around the world. We walk, so others 
don’t have to. Sign up to be a part of our team by visiting the Missions page 
of our website or by contacting Mignon Fowler (mignon.fowler@bsumc.
com).

	● teepA snoW & A positive ApproAch to cAre presents A dementiA Workshop on 
September 27 from 8:30 - 4:30 PM in Sisk Hall of our Downtown Campus. 
Learn practical senior care solutions with tips and skills needed to offer a 
better setting for living well. Doors will open at 8:00 AM. There is no cost 
to attend, but please bring $10 for lunch. registrAtion is required. Please sign 
up by visiting our website.


