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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CENTERING WORDS

As the ancients remind us, we are surrounded by a great cloud 
of witnesses. Life is around us, even in the memories of ghosts 
and loved ones long gone. Death is but the other side of the coin 
of life. Hope is but the other side of the coin of despair. Unity is 
but the other side of the coin of division. Flip a coin. Choose your 
side. For life and hope await us on the other side.

CALL TO WORSHIP 
In the fire and the flames, 

Spirit appears to bless and inspire us.

In the division and the despair,

Christ arrives to challenge and invite us.

In the shadows and the sorrow,

God walks alongside to lift us up.

In this moment, we gather together to worship, to pray, to sing, and to lament.

We gather on this blessed journey of life, death, and resurrection.

*HYMN How Firm a Foundation UMH 529, FOUNDATION

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING

Children, youth, and school staff are welcomed to the front to receive a special tag 
for their backpack as a reminder that God goes with you, and to receive a blessing.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  The Reverend Grover Putnam

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



THE CHORAL ANTHEM Offertory Ness Beck 
OFFERTORY PRAYER

God of the Universe, thank you that your promises are sure, you are faithful, 
and we can rely on you. Your word says that we will find joy in offering our 
time, talents, and money to meet the needs of others. Help us to give freely, 
sacrificially and cheerfully towards the work of your kingdom. May you cause the 
seeds that we sow to grow into well-watered, fruitful trees of life. Lord, bless us 
and keep us, make your face shine upon us. Turn your face towards us and give 
us peace. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen.

THE OFFERTORY His Eye Is on the Sparrow Setting, Hayes

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 5:1-7 Pew Bible OT 634

HOMILY “Wild Grapes” The Reverend Dr. Justin Gilreath

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed UMH 881
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us UMH 381, BRADBURY

*BENEDICTION 
We, who were far away, have been brought near in the grace of Christ.

We, who were once divided, 
have discovered peace in the unity of God’s Spirit.

We, who were once alone, are connected in the love of God.

We, who were once lone individuals, are united as one body, 
one family of God, to share God’s unifying love with the world.

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE Toccata Postlude on “FOUNDATION” Setting, Hamlin

ANNOUNCEMENTS
● FAITH MEMORIAL CHAPEL has released their 2022 season and our very own 

Rev. Brian Gilmer will preach on Sunday, August 21. We hope that you 
can join us in this long- standing tradition of having BSUMC’s senior 
minister preach in this beautiful location! We encourage all to attend 
this wonderful worship experience. The address for the Chapel is 11 Faith 
Chapel Road, Cedar Mountain, North Carolina 28718.

● Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) is having a cookbook fundraiser! This 
cookbook is a compilation of recipes from BSUMC members past and 
present and members of BSUMC’s MOPS ministry. It is a wealth of 
recipes- from slow cook jambalaya to southern egg casserole to Greek 
style pasta. Need to know how to fold a napkin? That’s in there! Need to 
know what to substitute baking powder with? That’s in there too! GRAB ONE 
OR TWO ON AUGUST 21 & 28 AFTER CHURCH TO GIVE AND SPREAD THE JOY OF COOKING 
AND BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER AROUND FOOD. DONATIONS ARE WELCOME IN SUPPORT OF 
THIS AMAZING MINISTRY REACHING MOTHERS IN OUR CHURCH.

● HELP SAVE LIVES WITH THE BLOOD CONNECTION AND CONSIDER DONATING ON AUGUST 28.
The Downtown Campus Blood Drive will be held in the Children’s Dining 
Room from 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM. Trinity Campus will host the Bloodmobile 
in the parking lot from 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM. All donors will receive a $20 
eGift card! Make your appointment and find more information on our 
website.


