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PRELUDE Prelude on “Cross of Jesus” Stainer/Callahan

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

*SILENT PROCESSION

*GREETING

We stand before a very holy God who calls us into a life of holiness.
But we are unholy. Even our religious ceremonies 
do not cleanse us of our sins.
God wants us to be truly penitent in our hearts, more than God 
wants our religious ceremonies. Then God will cleanse us of our sins.
May our worship be an honest expression 
of repentance and returning to God.

*HYMN  UMH 269, LAND OF REST
 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days

*PSALTER Psalm 51:1-17 UMH 751
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
According to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.



Against you, you only, have I sinned, and done that which is evil in your sight, so 
that you are justified in your sentence and blameless in your judgement.
Behold, I was born into iniquity, and I have been sinful since my mother 
conceived me.
Behold, you desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my 
secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow;
Make me hear with joy and gladness; let the bones which you have broken 
rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your holy Spirit from 
me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit.
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you.
Deliver me from death, O God, God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing 
aloud of your deliverance.
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth your praise.
For you have no delight in sacrifice; were I to give a burnt offering, you would not 
be pleased.
The sacrifice acceptable to God is broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, you will not despise.

*THE GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

PRAYER

O God, maker of everything and judge of all that you have made, from 
the dust of the earth you have formed us, and from the dust of death you 
would raise us up. By the redemptive power of the cross, create in us 
clean hearts, and put within us a new spirit, that we may repent of our sins 
and lead lives worthy of your calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 Pew Bible OT 846-47

ANTHEM Drop, Drop Slow Tears Young
Drop, drop slow tears. Drop slow tears, drop slow tears, and bathe those feet which brought 

from heav’n the news and Prince of Peace. Cease not, wet eyes, His mercy to entreat; To cry for 
vengeance sin doth never cease. In your deep floods drown all my faults and fears, Nor let his eye 
see sin, but through my tears. Drop, drop, slow tears. Drop, drop slow tears. Drop, drop, slow tears.

*GOSPEL LESSON Mark 8:27-38 Pew Bible NT 43-44

HOMILY “A Time for Sifting” The Reverend Brian Gilmer

INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE

THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES

IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES

Participants are invited to come – a row at a time – to the center of the chancel rail. 
After the minister has placed the sign of the cross on your forehead, 

you are invited to kneel at the chancel rail. While there, confess a specific sin. 
Ask God’s forgiveness. Then, when you are ready, return to your pew.

SILENT CONFESSION & PARDON

PRAYER

O God our deliverer, you led your people of old through the wilderness and 
brought them to the promised land. Guide now the people of your church, that, 
following our Savior, we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward 
the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, who taught us 
to pray, saying...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN Depth of Mercy UMH 355, CANTERBURY

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING

DEPART IN SILENCE

Ash Wednesday emphasizes the dual themes of sin and death in the light 
of God’s redeeming love in Jesus Christ. The use of ashes as a sign of 

repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship. 
The imposition of ashes can be a powerful nonverbal and experiential way of 
participating in the call to repentance and reconciliation. This practice is the 

historic focus of Ash Wednesday and gave the day its name.


