
Buncombe Street UMC Church Council Motion 

Tuesday, April 12, 2022 

Motion: I* move pursuant to paragraph 248 of the UMC Book of Discipline, that the

Chairperson of Church Council shall make a written request to the District Superintendent to set 

a special Church Conference.  The purpose of the Church Conference would be to vote on 

whether Buncombe Street will disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church and/or transfer its 

affiliation to another Methodist denomination.  Such request is to be made in a manner to cause 

the vote to be set between September 12, 2022 and November 18, 2022.  In the event that 

another alternative for disaffiliation and/or transfer from the United Methodist Church is enacted 

prior to the Church Conference, Church Council shall seek to find the best alternative to present 

to the congregation. 

Reasons for the request:  

1. 10% of the Lay members have made a request for a church conference pursuant to

paragraph 248 of the Book of Discipline.  The Lay member petition calls for a vote on

disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church pursuant to paragraph 2553

(disaffiliation) or paragraph 2548.2 (transfer to another Methodist denomination).

2. Church Council must directly participate in the process of the disaffiliation vote;

a. The congregation is entitled to have a date certain for the vote to take place that

will be at a time and place when we are likely to have the most congregational

participation.

b. The congregation is entitled to have a date certain that will permit a sufficient

period of time for education and discernment prior to a vote.

*Fred Suggs, at-large member of Church Council



c. The congregation is entitled to have a date certain established so that the date may

be publicized as far in advance as reasonably possible within the time limits

established by paragraph 248 of the Book of Discipline (vote to be held within

120 days of the formal request).

d. The congregation is entitled to have a date certain established so that there is a

deadline from which to create a reasonable schedule for education and

discernment.

3. General Conference has been postponed until 2024;

a. The Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation that the United

Methodist Church anticipated becoming legislation at the General Conference

cannot be voted on prior to 2024 and, is unlikely to ever reach a vote at General

Conference;

b. The make-up of General Conference is changing as many churches and some

annual conferences are disaffiliating under paragraphs 2553 and 2548.2;

c. The General Conference will be poised to make sweeping changes to the

Wesleyan doctrine that Buncombe Street has been committed to since joining the

United Methodist Church in 1968.

4. Time is of the essence.

a. Without a specially called annual conference, the annual conference scheduled for

June of 2023 is the effective deadline for the annual conference to vote on a

Buncombe Street request to disaffiliat pursuant to paragraph 2553.  In order to

have the Annual Conference vote on a church disaffiliation, a Buncombe Street

request must be placed on the agenda for the June 2023 Annual Conference.  To



be placed on the agenda for the June 2023 Annual Conference, Buncombe Street 

would be best served by having its vote in September or October of 2022, and 

concluding all necessary negotiations prior to December 31, 2022.  Paragraph 

2553 is, currently, the least costly process by which Buncombe Street could 

choose to disaffiliate. 

5. In the event that paragraph 2553 is deemed inapplicable to the SC Annual Conference,

paragraph 2548.2 is the next best alternative.  Paragraph 2548.2 permits Buncombe Street

to transfer to another Methodist denomination.  Currently, there are no guidelines in our

Annual Conference regarding the costs associated with a request to transfer Buncombe

Street to a different Methodist denomination pursuant to paragraph 2548.2.

6. The General Conference sets the policy for the United Methodist Church.  That policy is

contained in our Book of Discipline.  The Book of Discipline provides for the

enforcement of and adherence to its doctrines.  The United Methodist Church has shown

itself incapable of enforcing its own book of discipline.  As a result, the official church

teachings on the basic tenets of Methodism are being ignored and systematically flouted

in Methodist conferences throughout the United States.  These basic beliefs include the

divinity of Jesus Christ, Christ’s forgiveness of sins, the Trinity, the necessity of Christ’s

forgiveness to atone for our sins, and/or human sexuality and marriage. Tolerating

disobedience within the United Methodist Church to the Methodist doctrine contained

within our Book of Discipline is potentially against the moral conscience of a significant

number of Buncombe Street members.

7. Therefore, “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and

provisions of the Book of Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the



ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted 

by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of the Annual Conference 

related to these issues”, (paragraph 2553), the Buncombe Street congregation deserves 

the opportunity to put this issue to a vote at a Church Conference and determine its own 

destiny. 




