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Welcome & Announcements 

centering Words

In this season of light, God’s grace has been given to 
strengthen and enlighten us. May our epiphanies and jolts 
of wisdom lead us to a path free from shame. (Inspired by 
Isaiah 6, Luke 5, 1 Corinthians 15.)

cAll to Worship

Great is the grace and glory of God.
We give thanks with hearts of joy.
Great is the strength and mercy of our creator.
We give thanks with hearts of hope.
Great is the courage and hope of our Lord.
We give thanks with hearts of faith.
Great is the mercy and compassion of the Holy One.
We give thanks with hearts of love.

*hymn  UMH 139, LOBE DEN HERREN
 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

prAyers of the people  

the lord’s prAyer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

the chorAl Anthem Here Am I, Lord Setting, Courtney
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in darkest sin, my hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, I will make the darkness bright. Who will bear my light to them?  
Whom shall I send? Here I am, Lord, Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go, Lord, 

if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my 
people’s pain. I have wept for love of them. They turn away. I will break their hearts of stone. Give 
them hearts for love alone. I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send? Here I am, Lord, is it 
I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people 

in my heart. I, the Lord of wind and flame. I will tend the poor and lame. I will set a feast for them. 
My hand will save. Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. I will give my life to them. 
Whom shall I send? Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go, Lord,  

If you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. I will hold your people in my heart.

offertory prAyer

Lord of Light, you gave yourself to this world by the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ. 
We thankfully rejoice and praise you for your peace and light shared with all the 



world. Now, center us on the King of Glory during these prayerful moments of 
giving.  We present these gifts as your humble and willing servants in the name 
of the One who comes to us anew, Jesus the Living Christ.  Amen. 

offertory Elevatione Dahl

*doxology

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

the scripture reAding Luke 14:15-24 Pew Bible NT 78-79

homily  The Reverend Brian Gilmer
 “I Quit... Making Excuses”

the invitAtion to communion

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin 
before God and one another.

the confession And pArdon

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we 
have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not 
loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive 
us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. (Time of silent confession.)
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves 
God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.

the greAt thAnksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your 
image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our 
love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made 
covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. And 
so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him 
to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to 
announce that the time had come when you would save your people. He healed 
the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, 
death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery 
to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power 
of your Word and Holy Spirit. On the night in which he gave himself up for us, 
he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and 
said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.”
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to 
his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with 
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for 
the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one 
with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ 
comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 
almighty Father, now and for ever.
Amen.

the giving
As you entered today, you were given individual elements for Holy Communion.  

Please remove the wafer first and then open the grape juice to receive Communion.

the prAyer After communion

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, 
to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

hymn Take Up Thy Cross UMH 415, GERMANY

*Benediction  
Fellow children of God: 
Go forth, recognizing God’s grace on your journey. 
Go forth, discerning the Spirit’s calling in your life. 
Go forth, identifying the Christ as your guide. 
In this season of light, experience the steadfast love of God and sing the ways of 
our merciful creator. 
Amen.

the orgAn postlude Deo Gratia! Martin



Announcements
	● Registration is now open for our missions impAct Weekend March 4-6. 

We have 20 of our mission partners from around the world coming to 
Buncombe Street for this special weekend. A great way to get to know 
them and start praying for them now is to use our Mission Partner Prayer 
Guide. It guides you through all our mission partners with prayer requests 
and one devotion per week leading up to the Missions Impact Weekend. 
Grab your guide today in the welcome center, either church office or for 
a digital copy, go to our website. 

	● Young Adult Ministry presents a neW smAll group study of Dr. Gary Chapman’s 
#1 New York Times Bestseller, The Five Love Languages, specifically 
designed for young engaged or married couples on Wednesdays at our 
Downtown campus beginning February 16. Participants will explore simple 
ways to strengthen relationships. Each session will be facilitated weekly 
by a different Buncombe Street married couple in different life stages. 
Interested? Contact Cathy Musselwhite (cathy.musselwhite@bsumc.com) 
or visit our B-Street Small Groups webpage to sign up. 

	● Save the date for the inaugural BuncomBe street men’s Weekend, April 1-2. 
Join in for a weekend filled with worship, fellowship, and FUN! There will 
be giveaways, “manly” activities, and some incredible teaching from 
guest speaker Al Robertson of Duck Commander and Duck Dynasty fame. 
Register and find more information on our website.

“To Be and To Make disciples of chrisT” 
one faiTh faMily. Two caMpuses.

 downTown caMpus TriniTy caMpus
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