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The GreeTiNG & aNNouNCemeNTs 

The VoluNTary Carols  Mr. Benjamin Phillips, Guest Organist
  What Child Is This?
  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
  O Little Town of Bethlehem
  Angels We Have Heard on High 

The Furman University Brass Quintet

The ChimiNG of The hour

*The ProCessioNal Carol Once in Royal David’s City UMH 250, IRBY 

The liGhTiNG of The aDVeNT CaNDle  Ashley & Michael Douglas and Family

Today is the fourth Sunday of Advent. The Savior’s birth draws closer. On this 
Sunday, we light the remaining blue candle as a symbol of Christ, the embodiment 
of Love. May the Word made flesh nourish our deepest hunger and promote our 
grateful response. (The remaining blue candle is lit.) Please join me in prayer.

Lord God, we are glad that Jesus came to live among us. Restore in us 
unconditional love, and rekindle our faith. Help us to let his love reign in our 
hearts. Amen. 

The biDDiNG Prayer  The Reverend Brian Gilmer

Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves 
to hear again the message of the angels, so that we may be shown its true meaning. 
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from 
the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this 
Holy Child; and let us make this Sanctuary glad with our carols of praise.

But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all 
the earth; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build. Let us at 
this time remember in his name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and 
the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and them that mourn; the lonely and 
the unloved; the aged and the little children; all who do not know the Lord Jesus, 
or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. Lastly, let us remember before God 
all those who rejoice with us and in a greater light, that multitude which no man 
can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord 
Jesus, we for evermore are one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to 
the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever.

The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: 
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.



The firsT lessoN Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 Pew Bible, OT 3
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head.

The Carol aNThem Adam Lay Ybounden Ord
Adam lay ybounden, Bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter Thought he not too long. And all was for an apple, An apple that he took, As 

clerkes finden Written in their book. Ne had the apple taken been, The apple taken been, Ne had never our lady A been heaven e queen. 
Blessed by the time That apple taken was, Therefore we moun singen, Deo Gracias, Deo Gracias, Deo Gracias!

The seCoND lessoN Genesis 22:15-18 Pew Bible, OT 18
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.

The hymN Carol The God of Abraham Praise UMH 116, LEONI

The ThirD lessoN Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Pew Bible, OT 638
The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior.

The hymN Carol It Came Upon the Midnight Clear UMH 218, CAROL

The fourTh lessoN Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9 Pew Bible, OT 640-41
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

The Carol aNThem A Shoot Shall Come Forth Horn
A shoot shall come forth out of Jesse, And a bud shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of life shall be with him, The spirit of wisdom and truth. 

Then the lamb shall lie down with the leopard, and the lion eat straw with the ox, For the hand of a Child shall lead them to the peaceable 
kingdom of God. From out of the wells of salvation will he draw us the water of life; His waist shall be girdled with justice, the heart of his heart 

shall be Love. Then the lamb shall lie down with the leopard, and the lion eat straw with the ox, For the hand of a Child shall lead them to the 
peaceable kingdom of God. He’ll come from the end of his heaven, and the earth shall be torn from its place; Our lives shall be filled with his 
radiance as flood waters cover the sea. Then the lamb shall lie down with the leopard, and the lion eat straw with the ox, For the hand of a 

Child shall lead them to the peaceable kingdom of God. The hand of a Child shall lead them to the peaceable kingdom of God.

The fifTh lessoN Luke 1:26-35, 38 Pew Bible, NT 56-57
The Angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.

*The offerTory Carol To A Maid Engaged to Joseph UMH 215, ANNUNCIATION

The offerTory Prayer

Lord of Light, you gave yourself to this world by the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ.  We thankfully rejoice and praise 
you for your peace and light shared with all the world. Now, center us on the King of Glory during these prayerful 
moments of giving.  We present these gifts as your humble and willing servants in the name of the One who comes to 
us anew, Jesus the Living Christ.  Amen

The offerTory In Dulci Jubilo Setting, Young

*The DoxoloGy  UMH 95, OLD 100TH
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The sixTh lessoN Luke 2:1-7 Pew Bible, NT 58
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus the Christ.

The Carol aNThem Russian Carol Maltzeff
Christ is coming to the earth this night, Christ from heaven, lo, the King of Light. Born in Bethlehem, O come and gaze,  

Christ in a manger in a lovely place; Sing the glory of the Lord, all ye on earth, For salvation is created through His birth.  
Sing the glory of the Lord, all ye on earth, For salvation is created through His birth. Christ is born to us on earth this night,  

Christ the King of Kings and Light of Light. Angels have proclaimed Him from on High, Shiny star revealed Him from the sky.  
Christ is coming to the earth this night, Christ from heaven, lo, the King of Light. Born in Bethlehem, O come and gaze,  

Christ in the manger in a lovely place; Sing the glory of the Lord, all ye on earth, For salvation is created through His birth.  
Glory, Glory to God on high! Glory to God on high!

The seVeNTh lessoN Luke 2:8-16 Pew Bible, NT 58-59
The shepherds go to the manger.



The Choral aNThem While by our Sleeping Flock We Lay Jungst
While by our sleeping flock we lay, There came an angel, bright as day; Awake with joy! Wake with Joy! Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise ye the 
Lord on high with joy! Praise ye the Lord on high with joy! Spake then the angel, “News I bring of Israel’s long expected king!” Great be your 

joy! Be your joy! Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise ye the Lord on high with joy! Praise ye the Lord on high with joy! Grace, truth, and right, his rule 
attend; His kingdom knows no earthly end. Great be your joy! Be your joy! Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise ye the Lord on high with joy! Praise ye 

the Lord on high with joy! Peace upon earth, good will toward men; Let the world shout the loud Amen! Come, share our joy! Share our joy!  
Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise ye the Lord on high with joy! Praise ye the Lord on high with joy! Praise ye the Lord on high with joy!

The eiGhTh lessoN Matthew 2:1-11 Pew Bible NT 2
The Wise Men are led to the Star.

The hymN Carol The First Noel UMH 245, THE FIRST NOEL

The NiNTh lessoN John 1:1-14 Pew Bible, NT  91-92
The Word became flesh.

*The reCessioNal Carol Hark! the Herald Angels Sing UMH 240, MENDELSSOHN

*The blessiNG of The PeoPle  Rev. Gilmer

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Let us pray. O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only son, Jesus Christ:  
grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when he shall 
come to be our judge; who lives and reigns with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.

Amen.
Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one, things both earthly and heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill, 
and make you partakers of the divine nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be among you and remain with you always.

Amen.

*The Choral beNeDiCTioN Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. EMMANUEL

*The ChimiNG of The holy TriNiTy

The orGaN PosTluDe Postlude in D Wills

We are grateful for the musical gifts of our Guest Organist, Mr. Benjamin Phillips, and members 
of the Furman University’s Brass Quintet in today’s Lessons and Carols service. 

We are appreciative of the BSUMC staff members who read today’s scriptures:
Emily Kodat, Crisis Ministry Coordinator

Cathy Musselwhite, Adult Ministry Coordinator
Karen Gambrell, Director of Operations

Lindsey Wolfe, Associate Director of Children’s Ministry
AnnaBritton Madden, Communications Coordinator

Jana Clack, Director of Children’s Ministry
Chris Ashley, Director of Congregational Engagement

Andy Fox, Director of Youth Ministry
The Reverend Brian Gilmer, Senior Pastor

As we offer our gifts to God,  
you may use the QR code to give online.



A Service of NiNe LeSSoNS ANd cAroLS – A Brief HiStory

Although the tradition of Lessons and Carols is popularly associated with King’s College, Cambridge, its origins are 
attributed to Truro Cathedral in Cornwall, England. Up to the late 19th Century, the singing of Christmas carols (generally 
considered to be secular in content) was normally performed by singers visiting people’s houses, and these carols were 
excluded from Christian worship. In the Victorian era, the rising popularity of hymnody encouraged church musicians 
to introduce carols into worship. An 1875 book of carols, Carols for Use in Church During Christmas and Epiphany, by 
Richard Chope and Sabine Baring-Gould, was an influential publication. At around this time, the composer and organist 
John Stainer was  compiling his into the service of choral evensong at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London. Other cathedrals 
also began to adopt carols at Christmastide. In 1880 the Royal Cornwall Gazette reported that the choir of Truro Cathedral 
would sing a service of Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve. The first Nine Lessons and Carols took place there at 10:00 
p.m. and was attended by more than 400 people. The Bishop at the time, the Right Reverend Edward White Benson, 
conducted that first formal service. Regarding the service format, his son, A.C. Benson, later recalled:

“My father arranged from ancient sources a little service for Christmas – nine carols and nine tiny little lessons. They 
were read by various officers of the Church, beginning with a chorister and ending, through different grades, with the 
Bishop.”

It wasn’t until 1916, however, that the service of Lessons and Carols premiered in the United States at Brown University 
in Providence, Rhode Island. Since then, it has gained in popularity; and the service remains a beloved format to convey 
the miraculous message of Christmas love for liturgical churches.

ANNouNcemeNtS 
	● Join us on Christmas Eve! We will have Traditional worship at 12:00 (Trinity), 5:00 (Downtown) and 10:00 PM 

(Downtown). Our Christmas Eve Table Service will be at 2:00 PM (Downtown). All services will be candlelight and 
all except the 10:00 PM service will have childcare and be livestreamed. We are in need of ushers and greeters- if you 
would be willing to assist for one service, please contact Stacy Phillips (stacy.phillips@bsumc.com). 

	● This is a GreaT year To be iNVolVeD wiTh walk wiTh ChrisT! We are looking for generous donors who would be 
willing to “sponsor a hiker” for the weekend. Since the beginning of WWC, this retreat has always been at no cost to 
participants (hikers). However, since moving the location from BSUMC to Camp Awanita, there is a cost to be covered 
($100/hiker). We hope to reach our goal of sponsoring every hiker! If you feel led to donate, visit the B-Street Youth 
page on our website. 

	● The way forwarD Task forCe has uploaded an updated Frequently Questions Document regarding the Protocol 
and Affiliation Voting in relation to General Conference 2022. You can view the questions and a printable version of 
this document by visiting https://www.buncombestreetumc.org/about/way-forward-task-force/. 


