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The GreeTiNG & aNNouNcemeNTS  

The chimiNG of The hour  Vance Jenkins, Director of Music

The VoluNTary Fugue on a French Noel Benaut

ceNTeriNG WordS

A righteous branch grows out of the root of Jesse - a branch that brings justice and 
peace. Let us prepare our hearts to receive the blessings of this branch in our lives 
and in our world. (Inspired by Isaiah 11.)

*The hymN of ProceSSioN Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates  UMH 213, TRURO

 *The collecT  The Reverend Grover Putnam

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and for-
sake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeem-
er; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

The liGhTiNG of The adVeNT caNdle  Ashley Cheney & Bill Shell
As the Season of Peace begins with this Second Sunday in Advent, we light 
this candle as a symbol of Christ, our Peace. May the light sent from God shine 
in the darkness to show the way of salvation. (The second blue candle is lit.)  
Please pray with us:

Father, as we light the candle of Peace, keep us in your perfect peace as our 
minds are stayed on the truth of your powerful love. Thank you for your mighty, 
sovereign hand. Help us to trust fully in you and rest in the peace that you offer. 
It’s in the holy name of Christ we pray. Amen.

adVeNT caNdle SoNG  Walker 
BSUMC Chancel Choir

Light the Advent Candle, two: Think of humble shepherds, who filled with wonder at the sight of the 
child of Christmas night. Candle, Candle burning bright, shining in the cold winter night; candle, 

candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.

*a reSPoNSiVe readiNG from The GoSPel of luke

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and 
redeemed them.

He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we would be 
saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.

Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered 
his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham.
That we might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness all of our days. 
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare his ways,

to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet into the way of peace.



*The Gloria PaTri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

The PaSToral Prayer  Rev. Putnam

The lord’S Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

*The offerTory hymN Love Came Down at Christmas UMH 242, GARTEN

*The offerTory Prayer

offerTory I Wonder as I Wander Setting, Hayes

*doxoloGy

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The choral aNThem Heavenly Light Kopylow
Sent from heaven, thy rays were given on great and small to shine, O Light Divine! May each soul in sorrow’s night, see the heavenly light! Thou 
blessing to all creation, lead us to our salvation! All those whose feet may falter, lead unto the sacred altar! Oh shine from above, Divine light of 

love! Show us the way, unto our God we pray. Thou our beacon and guide shalt be! Light Divine, we praise Thee!

*The leSSoN from The holy GoSPel Luke 3:2b-20 Pew Bible NT 60

The SermoN “Hanging Lights” The Reverend Brian Gilmer

The iNViTaTioN To commuNioN

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace 
with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

The coNfeSSioN aNd PardoN

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient 
church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have 
not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 
obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (time of silent confession)

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the name 
of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.

The GreaT ThaNkSGiViNG 
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, 
and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our 
sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 
heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.



Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
and ate with sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. When the 
Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. On the night 
in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Drink from 
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of 
faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the 
body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit 
make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final 
victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 
Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.

Amen.

The GiViNG of The bread aNd cuP
As you entered today, you were given individual elements for Holy Communion. Please remove the wafer first and then open the grape juice 
to receive Communion.

The Prayer afTer commuNioN  Rev. Gilmer

*The receSSioNal hymN Blessed Be the God of Israel UMH 209, MERLE’S TUNE

*The bleSSiNG of The PeoPle  Rev. Gilmer

*The choral beNedicTioN Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel EMMANUEL 

*The chimiNG of The holy TriNiTy

The orGaN PoSTlude Finale on “Sleepers Awake!” Setting, Wold

Announcements 
	● Join us on December 12 at 10:00 AM in the Downtown Sanctuary as our fifth-grade students present their special 

Christmas program, beThlehem breakfaST. We invite you to sing along with our students in celebration of Jesus’ birth.  
This year we are supporting Ronald McDonald House Charities of the Carolinas by collecting children’s clothing, 
sizes newborn-4T (including jackets and shoes), and $25 VISA gift cards for families so they may enjoy a meal during 
the holiday season. Items can be dropped off in the church office through December 13.

	● The bridGe aT b-STreeT will gather during the Sunday School hour to have a time of fellowship to celebrate the 
season and welcome home those in town for Christmas. Join us in Drake Hall at our Downtown campus at 10:00 AM 
on December 19.

	● ThiS iS a GreaT year To be iNVolVed WiTh Walk WiTh chriST! We are looking for generous donors who would be 
willing to “sponsor a hiker” for the weekend. Since the beginning of WWC, this retreat has always been at no cost to 
participants (hikers). However, since moving the location from BSUMC to Camp Awanita, there is a cost to be covered 
($100/hiker). We hope to reach our goal of sponsoring every hiker! If you feel led to donate, visit the B-Street Youth 
page on our website. 




