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CeNTeriNg WordS

Christians around the world gather this day to share holy communion as 
one body - a body united in the love and mercy of Christ. We gather with 
them, rejoicing in our unity in Christ.

WelCome & aNNouNCemeNTS

Call To WorShip

When we feel spiritually homeless, where can we turn for help? 
 Our help is in the grace of God.
When we are imprisoned in our suffering, where can we turn for solace?
Our solace is in the mercy of Christ.
When we are trapped in the grip of misfortune, where can we turn for strength?
Our strength is in the power of the Holy Spirit. Come! Let us worship God, our 
guide and guardian! 

*hymN of praiSe  UMH 622, CLEANSING FOUNTAIN

 There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood
There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Emmanuel’s veins; and sinners plunged beneath 

that flood lose all their guilty stains. Lose all their guilty stains, lose all their guilty stains;  
and sinners plunged beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains. 

The dying thief rejoiced to see that fountain in his day; and there may I, though vile as he,  
wash all my sins away. Wash all my sins away, wash all my sins away; and there may I,  

though vile as he, wash all my sins away. 

Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood shall never lose its power till all the ransomed church  
of God be saved, to sin no more. Be saved to sin no more, be saved to sin no more;  

till all the ransomed church of God be saved, to sin no more. 

E’er since, by faith, I saw the stream thy flowing wounds supply, redeeming love has been  
my theme, and shall be till I die. And shall be till I die, and shall be till I die;  

redeeming love has been my theme, and shall be till I die. 

Then in a nobler, sweeter song, I’ll sing thy power to save, when this poor lisping,  
stammering tongue lies silent in the grave. Lies silent in the grave, lies silent in the grave;  

when this poor lisping, stammering tongue lies silent in the grave.

prayerS of The people  

The lord’S prayer      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



muSiCal mediTaTioN Let Us Be Bread Porter
Let us be bread, blessed by the Lord, broken and shared, life for the world. Let us be wine, love freely poured. 

Let us be one in the Lord. I am the bread of life, broken for all. Eat now and hunger no more. 
You are my friends if you keep my commands, no longer servants but friends 

Let us be bread, blessed by the Lord, broken and shared, life for the world. Let us be wine, love freely poured 
Let us be one in the Lord. See how my people have nothing to eat. Give them the bread that is you 

As God has loved me so I have loved you. Go and live on in my love 
Let us be bread, blessed by the Lord, broken and shared, life for the world 

Let us be wine, love freely poured. Let us be one in the Lord.

SCripTure readiNg John 17:2-23 Pew Bible, NT 111

homily “The Longest Table in the World” Rev. Brian Gilmer

The iNViTaTioN To CommuNioN

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace 
with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

The CoNfeSSioN aNd pardoN

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient 
church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have 
not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 
obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  (time of silent confession)

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the name 
of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

The greaT ThaNkSgiViNg

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, 
and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our 
sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 
heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
and ate with sinners. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. When the 
Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. On the night 
in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Drink from 
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”



And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of 
faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the 
body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit 
make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final 
victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy 
Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.

Amen.

The giViNg of The bread aNd Cup

As you entered today, you were given individual elements for Holy Communion. Please remove the wafer first and then open 
the grape juice to receive Communion..

The prayer afTer CommuNioN

*reSpoNSe Fill My Cup, Lord UMH 641, FILL MY CUP

Fill my cup, Lord, I lift it up, Lord. Come and quench this thirsting of my soul.  
Bread of heaven, feed me till I want no more; fill my cup, fill it up and make me whole.

*beNediCTioN

poSTlude How Firm a Foundation Setting, Hamlin

Announcements 
	● Registration for the 2022 b-STreeT WomeN’S reTreaT opens on October 10. Join us February 25-27, 2022, at Lake 

Junaluska and learn how 5 minutes can change your heart. This retreat with Brenda Blankenship will give you tools 
for a simple but profound way to hear God speaking. BSUMC’s Emily Cupelli will lead worship. You can find more 
information about the retreat and both paper registration and online registration links by visiting the news section 
of our website. 

	● We are holding our first bleSSiNg of The aNimalS worship service to acknowledge God and the Church’s love, care, 
and concern for creation. As we recognize our mutual interdependence with God’s creatures, the Church’s witness of 
stewardship of creation is strengthened. The service will be held on the front lawn of the Trinity campus on Sunday, 
October 10, at 4:00 PM. We invite you to bring your pet to be celebrated and blessed. Please visit our website for more 
information on this service. 




