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The GreeTiNG & ANNouNceMeNTs  The Reverend Brian Gilmer   

The chiMiNG of The hour  Vance Jenkins, Director of Music

The VoluNTAry All Glory Be To Christ On High Pachelbel

*The hyMN of ProcessioN Rejoice, the Lord is King UMH 715, DARWALL’S 148th

Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore; mortals, give thanks and sing, and triumph ev-
ermore. Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice; again I say, rejoice. Jesus the Savior reigns, the 
God of truth and love; when he had purged our stains, he took his seat above. Lift up your heart, lift 
up your voice; rejoice; again I say, rejoice. His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o’er earth and heaven; 
the keys of earth and hell are to our Jesus given. Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; rejoice; again 
I say, rejoice. Rejoice in glorious hope! Jesus the Judge shall come, and take his servants up to their 

eternal home. We soon shall hear th’archangel’s voice; the trump of God shall sound, rejoice! 

 *The collecT  The Reverend Karen Jones
Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ to have ascended into heaven, so we may also in heart and mind there ascend, and 
with him continually dwell; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

*The PsAlTer  Psalm 47
Clap your hands, all peoples! 

Shout to God with loud songs of joy!

For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared! 

a great Ruler over all the earth,

who subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet, 

who chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom God loves.

God has gone up with a shout,

the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

Sing praises to God, sing praises! 

Sing praises to our Ruler, sing praises!

For God is the Ruler of all the earth; 

sing praises with a Psalm!

God reigns over the nations;

God sits on his holy throne.

The princes of the people gather as the people of the God of Abraham.

For the shields of the earth belong to God, who is highly exalted!

*The GloriA PATri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.



The sAcrAMeNT of BAPTisM
[see attachment]

The MusicAl MediTATioN Bound for the Kingdom Setting, Martin
I am bound for the Kingdom will you go to Glory with me? Alleluia! Praise the Lord!

The PAsTorAl PrAyer  Rev. Jones

The lord’s PrAyer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The chorAl ANTheM How Far Away Is Heaven? Cooman
How far away is heaven, your home, O Holy One? The distance of a journey made by a younger son. With wealth his father gave him, he went 

away from home; and how far did he travel? As far as he could go. How near at hand is heaven, your home, O Holy One? Near as a father  
waiting to welcome back a son. A feast for all will welcome the child he waits to see; and how near is the Father? As near as he can be.  

How far away is heaven? As far as lost from found; As one who leaves his father, and will not turn around. How near at hand is heaven?  
As near as found to lost; as love whose wait and welcome are precious past all cost.

The lessoN froM The New TesTAMeNT Acts 1:1-11 Rev. Gilmer 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, 
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them 

by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he 
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come together, they 

asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and 

a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them.  They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The serMoN The Waiting Is the Hardest Part  Rev. Gilmer

*The recessioNAl hyMN Sing with All the Saints in Glory UMH 702, HYMN TO JOY
Sing with all the saints in glory, sing the resurrection song! Death and sorrow, earth’s dark story, to the former days belong. All around 

the clouds are breaking, soon the storms of time shall cease; in God’s likeness we, awaking, know the everlasting peace. O what glory, far 
exceeding all that eye has yet perceived! Holiest hearts, for ages pleading, never that full joy conceived. God has promised, Christ prepares 
it, there on high our welcome waits. Every humble spirit shares it; Christ has passed th’e eternal gates. Life eternal! heaven rejoices: Jesus 

lives, who once was dead. Join we now the deathless voices; child of God, lift up your head! Patriarchs from the distant ages, saints all long-
ing for their heaven, prophets, psalmists, seers, and sages, all await the glory given. Life eternal! O what wonders crowd on faith; what joy 
unknown, when, amidst earth’s closing thunders, saints shall stand before the throne! O to enter that bright portal, see that glowing firma-

ment; know, with thee, O God Immortal, “Jesus Christ whom thou has sent!”

*The BlessiNG of The PeoPle  Rev. Gilmer

*The chorAl BeNedicTioN 

*The chiMiNG of The holy TriNiTy

The orGAN PosTlude Postlude on All Creatures of Our God and King Setting Wold

Flowers
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of MAry elizABeTh sherer.

sacrament oF Baptism
Today, we baptize sArAh louise GreeN (age 3), marking her as a Christian disciple. Please extend your congratulations 
to her parents: Anna and Logan Green and big sister: Amelia.

announcements
	● Each week, our acolytes and crucifers live out the promise they make at confirmation to serve the church through 

their presence and service. In carrying the cross and the flame to the altar, they are symbolically bringing the light 
of Christ into the worship service. For students who wish to begin serving the church in this way at either campus, 
we will be offering AcolyTe ANd crucifer TrAiNiNG for rising 6th graders through rising 12th graders at 10:00 AM in 
the Downtown Sanctuary on May 16 and May 23. Interested students should plan to attend one of these two training 
sessions. 
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Sacrament of Holy BaptiSm • may 16, 2021

introduction to tHe Service

Dearly Beloved, baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
through which grace we become partakers of his righteousness and heirs to life eternal. 
Those receiving the sacrament are thereby marked as Christian disciples and initiated into 
the fellowship of Christ’s Holy Church. Our Lord has expressly given to little children a place 
among the people of God which holy privilege must not be denied them. Remember the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, how he said, “Let the children come to me, do not hinder 
them; for to such belongs the Kingdom of God.

renunciation of Sin and profeSSion of faitH

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you:  Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wicked-
ness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sins?

We do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression 
in whatever forms they present themselves? 

We do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise 
to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to all people 
of all ages, nations, and races?  

We do.

Will you nurture Sarah Louise in Christ’s holy Church, that by your teaching and example 
she may be guided to accept God’s grace for herself, to profess her faith openly, and to lead 
a Christian life? 

We will.

(The Pastor addresses the congregation & they respond.)

Do you, as Christ’s body, the Church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commit-
ment to Christ?  

We do.

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life and include Sarah Louise now 
before you in your care?  

With God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the example of 
Christ. We will surround Sarah Louise with a community of love and forgiveness that 
they may grow in their service to others. We will pray for them, that they may be true 
disciples who walk in the way that leads to life.

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments.  

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Sarah LouiSe Green



Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he as-
cended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.

tHankSgiving over tHe Water

Eternal Father, your mighty acts of salvation have been made known through water--from the moving of your Spirit upon the 
waters of creation, to the deliverance of your people through the flood and through the Red Sea.  In the fullness of time you sent 
Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb, baptized by John, and anointed by your Spirit.  He called his disciples to share in the 
baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples of all nations.  Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water 
and Sarah Louise who receives it.  To wash away her sins, that dying and being raised with Christ, they may share in Christ’s 
final victory, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

BaptiSm WitH laying on of HandS

Sarah Louise, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

May the Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit, you may become a faithful disciple of Jesus 
Christ.

Amen. 

commendation and Welcome

Members of the household of faith, I commend to your love and care Sarah Louise Green, whom we this day recognize as a mem-
ber of the family of God. Will you endeavor so to live that she may grow in the knowledge and love of God the Father, through 
our Savior Jesus Christ?

With God’s help, we will so order our lives after the example of Christ that Sarah Louise, surrounded by steadfast love, may 
be established in the faith and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

Today, we baptize Sarah Louise Green (age 4), marking her as a Christian disciple.  
Please extend your congratulations to her parents: Anna and Logan Green and big sister: Amelia.
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