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the GreetiNG & aNNouNceMeNts  The Reverend Brian Gilmer   

the chiMiNG of the hour  Vance Jenkins, Director of Music

the VoluNtary Rhosymedre “Lovely” Vaughan Williams

*the hyMN of ProcessioN How Can We Name A Love UMH111, TERRA BEATA
How can we name a Love that wakens heart and mind, in dwelling all we know or think or do or 
seek or find? Within our daily world, in every human face, Love’s echoes sound and God is found, 

hid in the common place. If we awoke to Life built on a rock of care that asked no great reward but 
firm, assured, was simply there, we can, with parents’ names, describe, and thus adore,  

Love unconfined, a father kind, a mother strong and sure. When people share a task, and strength 
and skills unite in projects old or new, to make or do with shared delight, our Friend and Partner’s 

will is better understood, that all should care, create, and care, and know that life is good.  
So in a hundred names, each day we all can meet a presence, sensed and shown at work,  

at home, or in the street. Yet every name we see, shines in a brighter sun:  
In Christ alone is Love full grown and life and hope begun. 

 *the collect  The Reverend Grover Putnam
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our under-
standing: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things  and 
above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

*the Psalter  Psalm 98
O sing to the Lord a new song, for the Lord has done marvelous things! God’s right hand and 
holy arm have gotten the victory. 

The Lord has declared victory, and has revealed his vindication in the sight of the 
nations.

The Lord has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of God.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 

break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody!

With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the Ruler, the 
Lord!

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell in it! 

Let the floods clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the Lord, who 
comes to judge the earth. The Lord will judge the world with righteousness, and the 
people with equity.

*the Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 



the Musical MeDitatioN Songs My Mother Taught Me Dvorak
Myra Cordell, Soprano and Artist-in-Residence

Songs my mother taught me, In the days long vanished; Seldom from her eyelids were the teardrops banished.  
Now I teach my children, each melodious measure. Oft the tears are flowing, oft they flow from my memory’s treasure.

Performed for the Glory of God and in Honor and Memory of Our Dear Mothers

the Pastoral Prayer  Rev. Jones

the lorD’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

the choral aNtheM Ave Maria Bach-Gounod
Myra Cordell, Soprano and Artist-in-Residence

Translation into English from Latin
Hail Mary, full of grace, The Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb,  

Jesus. Holy Mary, Holy Mary, pray for us sinners, now and in the hour of our death. Amen.

*the lessoN froM the holy GosPel John 13:31-38, John 15:12 Rev. Gilmer 
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified 
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for 

me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but 
you will follow afterward.” Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”   

Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Very truly, I tell you, before the cock crows, you will have denied me three times.  
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

the serMoN Love Is . . .  Rev. Gilmer

*the recessioNal hyMN Happy the Home When God Is There UMH445, ST. AGNES
Happy the home when God is there, and love fills every breast; when one their wish, and one their prayer, and one their heavenly rest.  

Happy the home where Jesus’ name is sweet to every ear; where children early speak his name, and parents hold him dear.  
Happy the home where prayer is heard, and praise is wont to rise; where parents love the sacred Word and all its wisdom prize.  

Lord, let us in our homes agree this blessed peace to gain; unite our hearts in love to thee, and love to all will reign.

the sacraMeNt of BaPtisM aND JoiN our coNGreGatioN of the uNiteD MethoDist church
[see attachment]

*the BlessiNG of the PeoPle  Rev. Gilmer

*the choral BeNeDictioN 
*the chiMiNG of the holy triNity

the orGaN PostluDe Praise the Lord with the Drums and Cymbals Karg-Elert

Join the church in congratulating Shannon “Ashley” Sweeting as she marks the beginning of her journey as a disciple of Jesus Christ  
through the Sacrament of Baptism. We welcome her this day into the full fellowship of the United Methodist Church.  

Please help welcome Ashley into our church community.

Flowers

The altar flowers are given by the Beam family to the glory of God, in loving memory of Barbara Beam, and in honor of 
all mothers.

sacrament oF Baptism and new memBer reception
Today, shaNNoN “ashley” sweetiNG will receive the Sacrament of Baptism, marking the beginning of her journey as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ, and join the United Methodist Church. Please welcome Ashley into our church community.

announcements
	● Today our church will receive the aNNual ePworth Mother’s Day offeriNG to provide loving care for the children 

at Epworth Children’s Home. Please find information about Epworth and the Mother’s Day Offering on the bulletin 
insert. Epworth does not receive apportionments from the United Methodist Conference. This offering is our 
opportunity to support this vital ministry. Give generously by using the envelope provided for you in the bulletin. For 
more information about Epworth Children’s Home, visit them online at www.epworthchildrenshome.org where you 
can also choose to make a secure credit card donation or enroll for monthly contributions.



Buncombe Street
United Methodist Church
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Sacrament of Holy BaptiSm • may 9, 2021

introduction to tHe Service

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Through the Sacrament of Baptism we are initiated into 
Christ’s holy church. We are incorporated into God’s mighty acts of salvation and given new 
birth through water and the Spirit. All this is God’s gift, offered to us without price.

renunciation of Sin and profeSSion of faitH

[addressed to candidate]

On behalf of the whole church, I ask you: Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wicked-
ness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin?

I do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression 
in whatever forms they present themselves?

I do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise 
to serve him as your Lord, in union with the church which Christ has opened to people of 
all ages, nations, and races?

I do.

[addressed to the congregation]

Do you, as Christ’s body, the church, reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your commit-
ment to Christ?

We do.

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, [who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, he resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

[addressed to candidate]

Do you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments? 

I do.

Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to keep God’s holy will and command-
ments and walk in the same all the days of your life as faithful members of Christ’s holy 
Church?

I do.



tHankSgiving over tHe Water

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Eternal Father: When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters and brought forth light. In the days of Noah 
you saved those on the ark through water. After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw your people as slaves in 
Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea. Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you promised.

Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Tell of God’s mercy each day.

In the fullness of time you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was baptized by John and anointed by your Spirit. He 
called his disciples to share in the baptism of his death and resurrection and to make disciples of all nations.

Declare his works to the nations, his glory among all the people.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, to bless this gift of water and those who receive it, to wash away their sin and clothe them in righteous-
ness throughout their lives, that, dying and being raised with Christ, they may share in his final victory.

All praise be to you, Eternal Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns for 
ever. Amen.

BaptiSm

Do you desire to be baptized in this faith?

I do.

Shannon Ashley, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The Holy Spirit work within you, that being born through water and the Spirit you may be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

reception into tHe united metHodiSt cHurcH

Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, and uphold it by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and 
your witness?

I will.

commendation and Welcome

Brothers and sisters, I commend to your love and care Shannon Ashley Sweeting whom we this day receive into the member-
ship of this congregation. Do all in your power to increase her faith, confirm her hope, and perfect her in love. 

We rejoice to recognize you as members of Christ’s holy Church and bid you welcome to this congregation of The United 
Methodist Church. With you we renew our vows to uphold it by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our 
witness. With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of Christ that, surrounded by steadfast love, you 
may be established in the faith, and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit bless, preserve, and keep you, now and evermore.

Amen.

Join the church in congratulating Shannon “Ashley” Sweeting as she marks the beginning of her journey as a disciple of Jesus Christ  
through the Sacrament of Baptism. We welcome her this day into the full fellowship of the United Methodist Church.  

Please help welcome Ashley into our church community.
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