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ThE GrEETiNG & aNNouNcEmENTs  The Reverend Brian Gilmer   

ThE chimiNG of ThE hour

ThE VoluNTary O Little Town of Bethlehem Setting, Hebble
Bob Glick, Guest Organist

*ThE hymN of procEssioN There’s a Song in the Air  CHRISTMAS SONG
There’s a song in the air! There’s a star in the sky! There’s a mother’s deep prayer and 

a baby’s low cry! And the star rains its fire while the beautiful sing, for the manger 
of Bethlehem cradles a King! There a tumult of joy o’er the wonderful birth, for the 

virgin’s sweet boy is the Lord of the earth. Ay! The star rains its fire while the beautiful 
sing, for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! In the light of that star lie the ages 

impearled; and that song from a far has swept over the world. Every hearth is a 
flame, and the beautiful sing in the homes of the nations that Jesus is King! We rejoice 
in the light, and we echo the song that comes down through the night from the heav-
enly throng. Ay! We shout to the lovely evangel they bring, and we greet in his cradle 

our Savior the King!

 *ThE collEcT  The Reverend Grover Putnam
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the 
dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who 
humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unit of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

*ThE psalTEr  Psalm 72: 1-17
Give the king your justice, O God. 
And your righteousness to the royal son!
May he judge your people with righteousness, 
and your poor with justice!
Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness!
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the 
needy, and crush the oppressor!
May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all 
generations! 
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the 
earth! 
In his days may righteousness flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no 
more! 
May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the 
earth!
May his foes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust! May the kings 
of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may the kinds of Sheba and Seba 
bring gifts! 



May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him! 
For he delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. 
He has pity on the weak and the needy, 
And saves the lives of the needy. 
From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and previous is their blood in his sight! 
Long may he live, may gold of Sheba be given to him! May prayer be made for him continually, and blessings 
invoked for him all the day! 
May there be abundance of grain in the land; may it wave on the tops of the mountains; may its fruit be like 
Lebanon; 
And may they blossom forth in the cities like the grass of the field! 
May his name endure forever, his fame continue as long as the sun! May people bless themselves by him, all 
nations call him blessed!

*ThE Gloria paTri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

a musical mEdiTaTioN O Holy Night Adams
Myra Cordell, Soprano

ThE pasToral prayEr  Rev. Putnam

ThE lord’s prayEr      
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

ThE choral aNThEm Alleluia  Mozart 
Myra Cordell, Soprano

ThE scripTurE lEssoN  Rev. Gilmer

ThE sErmoN John Wesley’s Covenant Renewal Service Rev. Gilmer
Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants. Give yourselves to him, that you may belong to him. Christ has many 
services to be done. Some are more easy and honorable, others are more difficult and disgraceful. Some are 
suitable to our inclinations and interests, others are contrary to both. In some we may please Christ and please 
ourselves. But then there are other works where we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves. It is 
necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means to be a servant of Christ. Let us, therefore, go to Christ and 
pray: 

Let me be your servant, under your command. I will no longer be my own. I will give up myself to your will 
in all things. 

Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work. 

Lord, make me what you will. I put myself fully into your hands: put me to doing, put me to suffering, let me 
be employed for you, or laid aside for you, let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me have 
nothing. I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal. 

Christ will be the Savior of none but his servants. He is the source of all salvation to those who obey. Christ will 
have no servants except by consent; Christ will not accept anything except full consent to all that he requires. 
Christ will be all in all, or he will be nothing. Confirm this by a holy covenant. To make this covenant a reality in 
your life, listen to these admonitions: 

First, set apart some time, more than once to be spent alone before the Lord; in seeking earnestly God’s special 
assistance and gracious acceptance of you; in carefully thinking through all the conditions of the covenant; in 
searching your hearts whether you have already freely given your life to Christ. Consider what your sins are. 

Consider the laws of Christ, how holy, strict, and spiritual they are, and whether you, after carefully considered 
them, are willing to choose them all. Be sure you are clear in these matters, see that you do not lie to God. 

Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and reverence. 

Third, claim God’s covenant, rely upon God’s promise of giving grace and strength, so you can keep your promise. 
Trust not your own strength and power. 

Fourth, resolve to be faithful. You have given to the Lord your hearts, you have opened your mouths to the Lord, 
and you have dedicated yourself to God. With God’s power, never go back. 

And last, be prepared to renew your covenant with the Lord. Fall down on your knees, lift your hands toward 
heaven, open your hearts to the Lord, as we pray: 

coVENaNT prayEr 

O righteous God, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, see me as I fall down before you. Forgive my 
unfaithfulness in not having done your will, for you have promised mercy to me if I turn to you with my 
whole heart. 

God requires that you shall put away all your idols. 

I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all, covenanting with you that no known sin shall be 
allowed in my life. Against your will, I have turned my love toward the world. In your power, I will watch all 
temptations that will lead me away from you unable to stand before you. 

Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again if you would let him. 

Before heaven and earth, I here acknowledge you as my Lord and God. I take you, Father, Son, and Holly 
Spirit, for my portion, and vow to give up myself, body, and soul, as your servant, to serve you in holiness 
and righteousness all the days of my life. 

God has given the Lord Jesus Christ as the only way and means of coming to God. 

Jesus, I do here on bended knees accept Christ as the only new and living Way, and sincerely join myself in 
a covenant with him. O blessed Jesus, I come to you, hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, unworthy 
even to wash the feet of your servants. I do here, with all my power, accept you as my Lord and Head. 
I renounce my own worthiness, and vow that you are the Lord, my righteousness. I renounce my own 
wisdom, and take you for my only guide. I renounce my own will, and take your will as my law. 

Christ has told you that you must suffer with him. 

I do here covenant with you, O Christ, to take my lot with you as it may fall. Through your grace I promise 
that neither life nor death shall part me from you. 

God has given holy laws as the rule of your life. 

I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry your burden. All your laws are holy, just, and 
good. I therefore take them as the rule for my words, thoughts, and actions, promising that I will strive to 
order my whole life according to your direction, and not allow myself to neglect anything I know to be my 
duty. 

The almighty God searches and knows your heart. 

O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today without guile or reservation. If any falsehood 
should be in it, guide me and help me to set it aright. And now, glory be to you, O God the Father, whom I 
from this day forward shall look upon as my God and Father. Glory be to you, O God the Son, who has loved 
me and washed me from my sins in your own blood, and now is my Savior and Redeemer. Glory be to you, 
O God, the Holy Spirit, who by your almighty power has turned my heart from sin to God. O mighty God, the 
Lord Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you have now become my Covenant Friend. And I, through 
your infinite grace, have become your covenant servant. So be it. And let the covenant I have made on earth 
be ratified in heaven. Amen. 



*ThE affirmaTioN of faiTh The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*ThE rEcEssioNal hymN O Jesus, I Have Promised  ANGEL’S STORY 
O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; be thou forever near me, my Master and my friend. I shall not fear the 

battle if thou art by my side, nor wander from the pathway if thou wilt be my guide. O let me feel thee near me! Thee world 
is ever near; I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear; my foes are ever near me, around me and within; but 

Jesus, draw thou nearer, and shield my soul from sin. O let me hear thee speaking in accents clear and still, above the 
storms of passion, the murmurs of self will. O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; O speak, and make me listen, thou 
guardian of my soul. O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee that where thou art in glory there shall thy servant 

be. And Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end; O give me grace to follow, my Master and my Friend.  

*ThE BlEssiNG of ThE pEoplE  Rev. Gilmer

*ThE choral BENEdicTioN Gloria, In Excelsis Deo! GLORIA
Myra Cordell, Soprano

*ThE chimiNG of ThE holy TriNiTy

ThE orGaN posTludE Joy to the World! Setting, Page 
Bob Glick, Guest Organist

We thank Bob Glick and Myra Cordell for sharing their Gifts of Music with us today.


