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THE MUSIC OF CHRISTMAS A Prelude to Worship

THE GREETING

THE CHIMING OF THE HOUR

THE VOLUNTARY In Dulci Jubilo Bach

*THE PROCESSIONAL CAROL O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELIS
(Stanzas 1, 2, 3, and 6)

O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 
Son of the Father, begotten, not created; O Come, let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation; O sing all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest; O come, let us Adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Yea, Lord we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all glory given. 
Word of the Father, now in fl esh appearing; O come, let us Adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

*THE PROCESSION OF CROSS AND LIGHT

The cross symbolizes the Gospel message, Christ crucifi ed and risen. 
Fire and light are Biblical symbols for the presence of God, here present with God’s people.

*THE COLLECT

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where 
with you and the Holy Spirit, he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE

Our long wait is almost over. Our hearts are peaceful – prepared to welcome the Holy Child, the Babe, 
the One who is Messiah. (The Christ candle is lit.) We light the Christ candle in the blessed hope that 
love will radiate from all our hearts and brighten the way for every child of God. Please join me in the 
reading of the prayer: Lord Jesus, be born in us this night! And let the wonder of your love open our 
hearts to every Christmas miracle. Amen.

THE CHORAL ANTHEM O Holy Night 
Setting, Hayes

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth! 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, Till He appeared, and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 

Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 
O night divine! O night, O night divine!

Truly He taught us to love one another, His law is love, and His gospel is Peace. So led by light of a 
star sweetly gleaming, Here came the wise men from Orient land. Sweet hymns of joy in grateful 

chorus raise we, Let all within us praise His holy name; Christ is the Lord, Oh praise His name 
forever! His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim! His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!

A LESSON FROM ISAIAH 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For the yoke 
of his burden and the staff  for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 
Midian. For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will 
be burned as fuel for the fi re. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called, “Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.” Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, upon the throne 
of David, and over his kingdom to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from 
this time forth and evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL In the Bleak Midwinter 
CRANHAM

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood still as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall fl ee away when he 
comes to reign. In the bleak midwinter a stable place suffi  ced the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a kiss.

What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; yet what can I give him: give my heart.

THE PASTORAL PRAYER

The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Let us pray.
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POINSETTIAS GIVEN IN MEMORY 
My stepfather, George David Norwood, 

by R. Vance Jenkins
My teacher and friend, Dr. Virginia S. Uldrick, 

by R. Vance Jenkins
My beloved grandparents, Carl Henry and 

Lila Wilson Bagwell, by R. Vance Jenkins
My beloved grandparents, Francis Gilreath and 

Mary Whaley Jenkins, by R. Vance Jenkins
Witty & Doris Adkins, by Bill & Sally Adkins

Woodrow & Mary Byrum, by Bill & Sally Adkins
Alwin G. Pittman, by Dorothy Pittman

Mrs. W.C. Tribble, by W.C. Tribble
Mr. & Mrs. C.M. Tribble, by W. C. Tribble
Mr. & Mrs. G.L. Weaver, by W.C. Tribble

My beloved wife Ann, by Gordon Sherard, Jr.
My parents, Eleanor and Gordan Sherard, 

by Gordon Sherard, Jr.
R.G. (Ken) and Meador Kennedy, 

by Bates & Sarah Kennedy
Jack & Adeline Long, by Bates & Sarah Kennedy

Bill & Rachel House, by Patsy House
Our parents, by Han & Jane Lukker
Joyce Patterson, by Jim Patterson

Joyce Patterson, by Jim Patterson, Jr.
Joyce Patterson, by Brana & Alan Myers

George & Jackie Vaughan & Eric Vaughan, 
by Steve Vaughan

Claudia Walker & Johnnie Walker, 
by Michael, Kellie, Henry & Charlotte Herlong

John & Seline Ruth, by Bill & Suzanne Freeman

Dewey & Betty Freeman, 
by Bill & Suzanne Freeman

Doris Vinskus, by Tony Vinskus
Anne C. Landers, 

by Paul & Harriet Landers & Family
The Rev. Theus & Winnie Rogers, 
by Sally Boyle & Martha Rogers

Joe Ellzey, by Leslie & Lauren Ellzey
Laura Quincy, by Leslie & Lauren Ellzey

Susan Crow Sullivan, 
by Jennifer, Isabella, Sophia & Olivia Hincapie

Laurens Wilson, Jr., by Sue Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. C. Victor Pyle, Sr., 
by Bob & Haley Pyle Nations

Charles Victor Pyle, Jr., 
by Bob & Haley Pyle Nations

Ken’s parents, by Ken & Georgia Ansell
Eleanor & Hugo Pearce, 

by Wendy & Steve Thrailkill
Mr. & Mrs. William Earl Thrailkill, 

by Wendy & Steve Thrailkill
Our mother & grandmother, Mava Barfield, 

by Andrea & William Bolger
My parents, Lynn & Ray Coe, by Judith Coe

Richard J. Allen, by Eleanor Allen
Leigh Ann Daniels, by Carey Hudson

Terry Marshall, by Kathy Marshall
David & Cid Wynn, by Lisa Jackson

Mr. & Mrs. Ansel Duncan, by Beverly & Pat Duncan
Mr. Jared Mitchell, Beverly & Pat Duncan

POINSETTIAS GIVEN IN HONOR

The BSUMC Chancel Choir, by R. Vance Jenkins
Hallie, Eleanor, William, Maggie, & Miller, 

by Jan Jan
Rev. Ben Burt, by Janet Sandifer

My family, Cheves, Garrett, Garrett Jr., and Lang 
Steck; Gordon III, Molly, Curry, Molly McCuen, and 

Birney Sherard; and Reid, Carrie, Ann Fisher, 
and Goodman Sherard, by Gordon Sherard, Jr.

Our Dad and Granddaddy, Gordon B. Sherard, Jr. 
by Cheves, Garrett, Garrett Jr., and Lang Steck; 

Gordon III, Molly, Curry, Molly McCuen, and 
Birney Sherard; and Reid, Carrie, Ann Fisher, and 

Goodman Sherard
Jennifer Hincapie & Chris Foy, by Stacy Brandon

Scott Williams & the Finance Committee, 
by Stacy Brandon

Our children, Blaine & Dylan, 
by Joel & Stacy Brandon

Steve Stambaugh, by the Joy Class
B-Street Women’s Ministry Team &
Rev. Karen Jones, by Kellie Herlong
Ethel Lee Sparks, by the Bannisters

Floyd Parker, by Tony Vinskus
The Revelations Sunday School Class, 

by Jim Patterson
Ben Burt & Family, by Ken & Georgia Ansell

Eleanor, Reid, Teague & Pearce Colvin, 
by Wendy & Steve Thrailkill

Pearce, John, Thomas, & Frances Whitmire, 
by Wendy & Steve Thrailkill

Herman & Doris Jackson, by Lisa Jackson
Dianne Eikenbusch, with love and gratitude, 

by the BSUMC Carillon Handbell Choir
Sue Wilson, by Hogan Wilson, Sr.
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THOSE SERVING TODAY

CELEBRANTS AND LITURGISTS
The Reverend Brian Gilmer, Senior Minister

The Reverend Dr. Justin Gilreath, Associate Minister
The Reverend Ben Burt, Associate Minister, Trinity Campus

The Reverend Karen Jones, Associate Minister of Christian Education
The Reverend Grover Putnam, Parish Minister

PARISH MUSICIANS
R. Vance Jenkins, Director of Music and Principal Organist

Emily Lynch Cupelli, Director of Worship and Music, The Table
Dr. Joyce Ford, Director of Music, Trinity Campus

 12:00 PM 3:00 PM 5:00 PM 10:00 PM
 The Sanctuary The Sanctuary The Sanctuary The Sanctuary
 Trinity Campus Downtown Campus Downtown Campus Downtown Campus

 Acolyte Crucifer Advent Candle Family Crucifer
 Ben Burt, Jr. Rebekah Bannister The Powell Family Marion Creech

 Advent Candle Family Acolyte  Acolyte
 The Gilmer Family Winna Beth Bannister  Jane Ann Creech

   Advent Candle Family  Advent Candle Family
   The Walter Family  The Suggs Family

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 ● Today, as you entered the church, a small, two-sided chalice was handed to you for use during HOLY 
COMMUNION. During worship, when it is time to receive Communion, please remove the wafer fi rst and then 
open the grape juice. After you have received Communion, do not discard the chalice, but save it for use 
after singing the last hymn, Silent Night. You will use the chalice base to extinguish your candle.

 ● This is the fi nal week of our 2020 MISSIONS ADVENT OFFERING. This year, 100% of the Missions Advent off ering 
will go to our longtime ministry partner, United Ministries, which has recently experienced a signifi cant 
loss of funding. Please help us continue their important work in our community by donating to the 2020 
Advent off ering online via Realm or by using the Advent off ering envelope in your bag.  

 ● We will not be off ering in-person worship on Sunday, December 27. Instead, we will off er one COMBINED 
ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 11:00 AM. The link to this service will be e-mailed and will also be on the front 
page of the church website at buncombestreetumc.org.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

*THE GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2:1-20
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. This was 
the fi rst tax, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be taxed, each unto his own city. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, to be 
enrolled with Mary his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for 
her to be delivered. And she gave birth to her fi rst-born son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. And in that region there 
were shepherds abiding in their fi elds, keeping watch over their fl ocks by night. And an angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were fi lled with fear. 
And the angel said to them, “Fear not; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come 
to all people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will 
be a sign unto you: you will fi nd the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly hosts praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!” When the angels went 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste, and 
found Mary, and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known 
the saying which had been told them concerning this child; and all who heard it wondered at what 
the shepherds had told them. But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

THE HOMILY “A Simple Gift – Jesus”
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THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be 
an obedient church. We have not done your will, and we have broken your law. We have rebelled 
against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cries of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus the Christ our Lord. Amen. 
(Time of Silent Prayer)

THE PARDON

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, you are forgiven. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and good to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, 
creator of heaven and earth. You created light out of the darkness and brought forth life on the earth. You 
formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, 
your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through your prophets. In the fullness of time you gave your only Son Jesus Christ to be 
our Savior, and at his birth the angels sang glory to you in the highest and peace to your people on earth. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus the Christ. As Mary and Joseph went from Galilee to 
Bethlehem and there found no room, so Jesus went from Galilee to Jerusalem and was despised and 
rejected. As in the poverty of a stable, Jesus was born, so by the baptism of his suff ering, death, and 
resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with 
us a new covenant by water and the Spirit - as your Word became fl esh, born of woman, on that night 
long ago. On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took the bread, gave thanks to you, broke 
the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” And so, in 
remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we off er ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a 
holy and living sacrifi ce, in union with Christ’s off ering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us 
the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and in ministry to all the world, until Christ 
comes in fi nal victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forevermore.

Amen.
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THE CONSUMPTION OF THE HOLY ELEMENTS

MUSIC FOR HOLY COMMUNION “What Child is This?” GREENSLEEVES

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

*THE SHARING OF THE LIGHT OF THE CHRIST CHILD

*THE PEACE CAROL Silent Night, Holy Night STILLE NACHT
Verse 1 in German

Vance Jenkins and Joyce Ford

Stille Nacht, helige Nacht! Alles schlaft, einsam wacht nur das traute hock heilige 
Paar, Hoder Knabemit lockigem Haar, schlaf in himmlishcer Ruh, shlaf in himmlischer Ruh.

Silent Night, Holy Night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; radiant beams from thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at they birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing, 
Alleluia to our King; Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is Born!

*THE RECESSION OF THE CROSS AND LIGHT

The cross and light lead us out – God’s presence going with us to proclaim the Gospel.

*THE BLESSING OF THE PEOPLE

*THE CHORAL BENEDICTION Joy to the World ANTIOCH 

*THE CHIMING OF THE HOLY TRINITY

*THE ORGAN POSTLUDE Festival Postlude on “English Carol” Setting, Martin


