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Welcome to Buncombe Street United
Methodist Church. You may find
additional information at one of the
Information Centers or on our website at www.BuncombeStreetUMC.org.
The centers are open before and after
each of the worship services. Details
about Sunday School and childcare are
available at each center. We are happy
you are here!

Senior Pastor 		

Dr. Bob Howell

Downtown Campus
200 Buncombe Street 29601
864-232-7341
Traditional 8:45 & 11:00 AM
Sunday School 10:00 AM
The Table 8:45 & 11:00 AM
Trinity Campus
2703 Augusta Street 29605
864-233-8114
Traditional 11:00 AM
Sunday School 9:45 AM
Contemporary coming soon
Pledge
There are ways to
uncover God’s purpose
for your life today.
Offering your time, talent
and treasure to God can
open the conversation.
Make a 2019 pledge at
buncombestreetumc.

Matthew 2:11,12
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
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8:45AM & 11:00AM Tra

As you begin your worship, you are invited to study the bulletin for persons and acti
Remember the volunteers and staff members who make our corporate action possible: ushers, acolytes, custodial a

Prelude
Greeting
Chiming the Hour
Voluntary

Woodberry
Little Partita for Epiphany
“How Brightly Shines the Morning Star”
I. Moderato
II. Dolce
III. Allegro

We ask for your prayerful silence during the Voluntary as you prepare your hearts for worship.

*Processional Hymn

The First Noel

UMH 245

The cross symbolizes the Gospel message, Christ crucified and risen.
Fire and light are Biblical symbols for the presence of God, here present with his people.
(8:45) Eliza Easterby, Charlotte Davis, Adams Easterby
(11:00) Parker Chastain, Reese Hensley, Rebekah Bannister

Prayer of Adoration

Rev. Grover Putnam
Let us worship our Creator, the God of love. God continually
preserves and sustains us; we have been loved with an everlasting love. Through Jesus Christ we have been given complete knowledge of God’s glory.
You are God; we praise you; we acknowledge you to be the Lord.
Let us glory in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he
was rich, for our sakes he became poor. He was tempted in all
points as we are, but he was without sin. He went about doing
good and preaching the gospel of the kingdom. He accepted
death, death on the cross; he was dead and is alive for ever. He
has opened the kingdom of heaven to all who trust in him.
He sits in glory at the right hand of God; he will come again to
be our Judge.
You, Christ, are the King of Glory.
Let us rejoice in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
Giver of Life. Through the Spirit we are born into the family of
God, and made members of the body of Christ. The witness of
the Spirit confirms us; the wisdom teaches us; the power enables us; the Spirit will do far more for us than we ask or think.
All praise to you, Holy Spirit.

Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

The Lord’s Prayer
Kids.Comm (11:00 AM)

UMH 895

kids.Comm is for children K5/6 through 2nd grade and is held in Memorial Chapel.
Parents meet their children in the Chapel following the service.

*Offertory Hymn
*Offertory Prayer
Offertory Anthem

We Three Kings

UMH 254

We Have Seen His Star

We have seen his star in the East,
and are come with our offerings to worship the Lord.

Titcomb

*Doxology
*Gospel Lesson
Homily
Confession of Sin

UMH 95
Matthew 2:1-12
“Led to Follow”

Dr. Howell

Let us humbly confess our sins to God. O God, you have
shown us the way of life through your Son, Jesus Christ. We
confess with shame our slowness to learn of him, our failure
to follow him, and our reluctance to bear the cross.
Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.
We confess the poverty of our worship, our neglect of fellowship and of the means of grace, our hesitating witness
for Christ, our evasion of responsibilities in our service, our
imperfect stewardship of your gifts.
Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.

Silent Confession
Have mercy on us, Lord, and forgive us.
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast
love; in your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me
from my sin. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a
new and right spirit within me.
Now the message that we have heard from God’s Son and
announce is this: God is light, and there is no darkness at all in
him. If we live in the light - just as he is in the light - then we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his
Son, purifies us from every sin.
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
there is no truth in us. But if we confess our sins to God, he
will keep his promise and do what is right; he will forgive
us all our wrongdoing.
Amen. Thanks be to God.

The Covenant
In the old covenant, God chose Israel to be a special people
and to obey the law. Our Lord Jesus Christ, by his death and
resurrection, has made a new covenant with all who trust in
him. We stand within this covenant and we bear his name.
On the one side, God promises in this covenant to give us
new life in Christ. On the other side, we are pledged to live
not for ourselves but for God. Today, therefore, we meet to
renew the covenant which binds us to God.
The people stand.

Friends, let us claim the covenant God has made with his
people, and accept the yoke of Christ. To accept the yoke of
Christ means that we allow Christ to guide all that we do and

*Please stand.

Assisted listening devices are available at the Information Desk f
Two types are offered: an ear bu
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0AM Traditional Services

ns and activities to include in your silent prayers of intercession and thanksgiving.
custodial and support staff, musicians, clergy, and yourself, so that in our common worship, God may be glorified.
are, and that Christ himself is our only reward. Christ has
many services to be done; some are easy, others are difficult;
some make others applaud us, others bring only reproach;
some we desire to do because of our own interests; others
seem unnatural. Sometimes we please Christ and meet our
own needs, at other times we cannot please Christ unless
we deny ourselves. Yet Christ strengthens us and gives us
the power to do all these things. Therefore let us make this
covenant of God our own. Let us give ourselves completely
to God, trusting in his promises and relying on his grace.
I give myself completely to you, God. Assign me to my
place in your creation. Let me suffer for you. Give me
the work you would have me do. Give me many tasks
or have me step aside while you call others. Put me
forward or humble me. Give me riches or let me live in
poverty. I freely give all that I am and all that I have to
you. And now, Holy God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours. So be it. May this covenant
made on earth continue for all eternity. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and
earth. Before the mountains were brought forth or you had
formed the earth, from everlasting to everlasting you alone are
God. You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on
the earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the
breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your
love remained steadfast. We praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, in whom
you have revealed yourself, our light and our salvation. By the
baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth
to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and
made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us he took bread,

gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples,
and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.” When the supper was over he took
the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; This is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” And so,
in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we
offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, gathered here, and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and
blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until
Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your
holy church, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now
and forever.
Amen.

The Giving

The ushers will direct the congregation to the table
(8:45 AM) Susan & David Sowell
(11:00 AM) Ida Hudson & Buist Lide

Music for the Breaking of the Bread and the Taking of the Cup

Prayer after Communion
*Recessional Hymn
Come, Let Us Use the Grace Divine

UMH 606

The cross and light lead us out -- God’s presence going with us to proclaim the Gospel.

*Blessing of the People
*Choral Benediction
*Chiming the Trinity
Postlude

Pachelbel

Chorale on “Gelobet seist du, Jesu Christ”
(Praised be you, Jesus Christ)

*Please stand.

rmation Desk for use during the 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM services.
ered: an ear bud or a neck loop.
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Baptism

Baptism is a high point in the life of our church.
If you would like for your child to be baptized,
please attend the next baptism class led by Senior
Pastor, Dr. Bob Howell. This class explores the meaning, purpose,
and practice of baptism in the United Methodist Church and will
take place on Sunday, January 13, 6:00 PM in Room 115 at the
Downtown Campus.

Children

Children’s Sunday School classes start at 10:00
AM on Sunday mornings. We offer Sunday School
for children ages 2 through 5th Grade. Contact
Reverend Gayle Quay at Gayle.Quay@bsumc.com for more
information about Children’s programs.

B-Street Youth

Youth meet Sunday mornings on the second
floor of the Downtown Campus. Contact Youth
Director Andy Fox at Andy.Fox@bsumc.com for
more information about all Youth programs.

Mission & Outreach

Thank you to everyone who donated gift cards
and canned goods over the holidays for the Crisis
Ministry. The Crisis Ministry responds to immediate
needs felt by individuals in the greater Greenville
area. If you’d like to get more involed, servant leaders are needed two
hours twice a month to interview applicants to the ministy. Contact
Kristin.Dollar@bsumc.com
Do you want to help others as Jesus did? Do you ever feel like you
make donations of money and time, but don’t see any lasting results?
If that bothers you, you may be called to go deeper. Just Faith
(otherwise known as Grownup Sprouts) is a group exploring the
systems that hold people in cycles of poverty. The group meets for
eight weeks every Sunday night from 5:15 PM - 7:15 PM beginning
January 13. We have all the resources we need to end poverty in
Greenville. Let’s figure out how! Contact Rev. Kristin Dollar for more
information at Kristin.Dollar@bsumc.com.

Music and Arts

Next Sunday, January 13, the Chancel Choir at
the Downtown Campus will perform LUX: The
Dawn From on High, a piece by local composer
Dan Forrest, at 8:45 and 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary.
They will perform this piece again in February at Carnegie Hall.
Great news! We still have room to display more artin the Shell Gallery
in the Truluck Room! Please submit your artwork on the theme of
JOY! In addition to paintings, we exhibit framed photos or drawings,
and, textile artwork. The show opens with a reception following the
11:00 AM services on Sunday, January 20 and will run through Sunday,
March 3. To submit a piece or for more information, please contact Julia
Sibley-Jones at julia.sibley-jones@bsumc.com.

Community

Wednesday Night Fellowship resumes this week with
meals starting at 5:00 PM catered by Harvey’s Original
Restaurant. Harvey’s is owned and operated by Bryan
and Kristy Harvey.

Downtown Traditional Bulletin 1.6.19.indd 4

Prayer Ministry

Do you want to learn more about prayer? Join
us for a Level 1 School of Healing Prayer Class
on Sunday nights 5:30-7:00 PM. The class will run
twelve weeks beginning today and be facilitated by Krista and Jim
Bannister. For more information please contact Krista Bannister at
616-5257. Register online at buncombestreetumc.org.

Leisure Ministry

In line with the United Methodist Church’s commitment
to health and wholeness, BSUMC has available to all
members a fitness facility located next to Drake Hall at
the Downtown Campus. Contact Tom.Buchanan@
bsumc.com for information about fitness and leisure at BSUMC.
After enduring a serious injury in 1996, bypass surgery in 2001, and a cancer
diagnosis in 2015, Ken Stribling felt led to combine a degree in Physical
Education with his experience with physical therapy. He offers personal
training tailored to all needs . Contact Tom.Buchanan@bsumc.com.

New Members

If you are ready to take the next step toward
membership, sign up for our next Compass Class for
new members which will be held in February 2019
from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM. The class is offered in two
sessions, with each session offered twice. Session One will be held on
Wednesday, February 6, OR Sunday, February 10. Session Two will be
held on Wednesday, February 13, OR Sunday, February 17. Childcare
is available for children ages 4 & under upon request. Sign up at
BuncombeStreetUMC.org “Compass Class” or by calling the Downtown
office at 864.232.7341.

Contribute

Sometimes when we are lost in the day-to-day
activities of life and work, we forget there is a
part of us that wants to make a difference in the
world. A new year is a good time to reassess your
life purpose and path. It is also a good time to look for ways to
express yourself through service to others. Some people who
are out of work are turning toward volunteer work for new skills,
friends, and a way to do something worthwhile. Many are also
finding a renewed purpose in life. If you are looking for ways to
learn about who God made you to be and what purpose God
had in mind when you were created, pick a service opportunity.
You never know where it will lead you, but you will definitely
learn.
It’s now possible to give financially online through the church website,
BuncombeStreetUMC.org. From the main menu, choose “Give”.

Endowment Fund

For purposes of estate taxation, there is no
limitation on the size of a charitable gift that you
may give to your church at the time of your death?
No matter how large, the gift is deductible for
estate tax purposes.

For a complete list of upcoming events visit
BuncombeStreetUMC.org/events/

EMAIL communications@bsumc.com to receive E-News

follow Buncombe Street UMC
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