
B
U

N
COMBE STREE

T

U
N

I T
E

D

 M
E T H O D I S T  C

H
U

R
C

H

GR ACE 
FAITH 
SERVICE

EMBRACE Newsletter Volume 20, Issue 8 August 2018

Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, 

for they will be filled.
Matthew 5:6

Middle School MiSSion Trip
Andy Fox, Director of Youth Ministries

Yes, you read that correctly. Middle School Mission Trip. Well, techni-
cally, it wasn’t a trip because we stayed in Greenville (other than our 
fun day at Carowinds). However, there were definitely middle school 
students doing mission work all week long! 

For some of you that have older kids, you likely remember what it was 
like to have middle school children. I think it’s safe to say, eleven-year-
olds to fourteen-year-olds aren’t the first people most of us think of 
when thinking of local missionaries or cleaning up around the commu-
nity or considering the needs of others. You will be happy to know that 
our Buncombe Street UMC Middle Schoolers did just that. They repre-
sented well our families, our church, and God as they learned about 
some of the needs in their very own community. 

Two of the highlights for me were the OXFAM Hunger Simulation and 
a learning activity that is called Meet a Need. The OXFAM meal gave 
participants an idea of just how bad the hunger issue is for 80% of 
the world’s population. Fifty percent of our group waited in line to eat 
nothing but a half cup of rice for lunch. Thirty percent of the group 
waited in a shorter line to eat a half cup of rice and a half cup of beans. 
Finally, the remaining twenty percent of our group was served a full 
meal while seated. Can you imagine the conversations that came out 
of an exercise like this? There was talk of fairness and looks of guilt on 
the faces of those served a full meal. Most of all, the participants recog-
nized and appreciated their own life circumstances. 

The Meet a Need activity had our students split into small groups. 
Each group had twenty dollars to spend meeting someone else’s need. 
One group met a man named Robert shortly after leaving the church. 
Robert needed some food, and the group was happy to provide him 
with a meal. He, in turn, shared with our middle schoolers why it is 
important to stay in school, how important his Christian faith is to his 
ever present positive attitude, and that we “shouldn’t hang out with 
knuckleheads.” Another group passed out fresh fruit and cold water 
on a hot day, while another group was able to replace a few articles of 
clothing that had recently been stolen from a man named Sam. The 
key to this activity was that it required of us things to which we all have 
access. Those things were an hour of time, twenty dollars, and the will-
ingness to learn the needs of those around us. 

Over the course of the week, it became clear we weren’t perfect 
missionaries. We didn’t have all the answers. We didn’t have unlimited 
resources. We are still developing our understanding of our faith. But, 
we showed up. God was already at work, and we tried our best to join 
in. Special thanks to Cody Puck, Rev. Kristin Dollar, Elicia Johnson, Rev. 
Justin Gilreath, Rev. Bob Howell, Blair Bailey, and John Tomlinson for 
making this trip a success. 



“everybody’S a MiniSTer” — epheSianS 4:1-7; 11-15
In the fourth chapter of Ephesians, Paul moves his discourse from the theo-
retical to the practical. In Ephesians, as in so many of Paul’s letters, the word 
“therefore” indicates a new thought or a new direction. In this case, it sepa-
rates Paul’s exposition about the nature of the Church from his practical 
advice about how we are called to be the Church. And he begins by saying, 
“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love....” This is the practical expression of Paul’s understanding of the 
Church. Let me show you how it works.

As a boy growing up in Williston, SC, I had the privilege to know and serve 
alongside Mr. G. W. Whitaker. Mr. Whitaker was the president of the local 
bank and the Mayor of this little town. But I came to know him because we 
worked together cutting the grass at the Williston Methodist Church. It was 
a huge lawn, and we had a 36” width cut behind the mower. Mr. Whitaker 
would drive to the church in a suit, white shirt, black tie and black dress 
shoes. He would take off his coat and tie, change his shoes, and proceed to 
cut about three acres of grass. My job was to pick up trash and sticks, fetch 
the gas can when we ran out, and bring water for this perspiring man. He was 
the most humble and most Christian man I have ever known; the Mayor, the 
Bank President and the tender of the lawn of God’s House.

This is humility, gentleness and patience in action.

UNITY OF THE BODY

3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your 
calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is 

above all and through all and in all. 

The “Three Tenors” Concerts are among the most popular of all Public televi-
sion broadcasts. The magnificent beauty of their blended voices has been a 
joy to millions of fans. Back in 1994, the Atlantic Monthly told about super-
star tenors Jose Carreras, Placido Domingo, and Luciano Pavarotti perform-
ing together in Los Angeles. A reporter tried to press the issue of competitive-
ness between the three men. 

“You have to put all of your concentration into opening your heart to the 
music,” Domingo said. “You can’t be rivals when you are together making 
music.” 

That is also true in the church.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. .... 11 
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evange-

lists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ....

It’s all of Grace. Each of us has received gifts from God for building up the 
Body of Christ. The list here is descriptive, not exhaustive. God gives spiritual 
gifts, and those who are gifted are also called as ministers for the sake of 
Christ. 

GOING ON TO PERFECTION

13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14 We must no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 15 But speaking the 

truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ...

On a wall near the main entrance to the Alamo in San Antonio, Texas, is a 
portrait with the following inscription: “James Butler Bonham–no picture of 
him exists. This portrait is of his nephew, Major James Bonham, deceased, 
who greatly resembled his uncle. It is placed here by the family that people 
may know the appearance of the man who died for freedom.” No literal 
portrait of Jesus exists either. But the likeness of the Son who makes us free 
can be seen in the lives of His true followers. 

“Let your light so shine that others may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
in heaven.” Matthew 5:16

Blessings, 
Bob



“Our Gym is  
Our Tabernacle”
Rev. Dr. Justin Gilreath

Buncombe Street’s contemporary worship service, The Table, takes 
place in Sisk Hall, our church gymnasium. This means that for most 
of the year, the sanctuary must be constructed and deconstructed at 
least once a week. It can be quite a challenge and requires plenty of 
time and energy. 

Recently the Lord encouraged me with a very old story. He reminded 
me that we are not the only ones who have a habit of setting up and 
breaking down worship spaces. During Israel’s exodus, God command-
ed the people to build a portable tabernacle where his presence could 
dwell. If you read the book of Exodus he provides specific instructions 
for how to set up and care for the space (Exodus Chapters 25-30). 
There were tables, altars, lampstands, and various other regalia. Before 
Israel moved, they were obliged to disassemble the tabernacle, pack its 
contents, then set it all back up at the next stop.

There are a couple of important things we can 
learn from Israel’s experience. First, just as God 
had great concern for how Israel prepared 
the tabernacle, he cares about how we 
set up our worship space. The details 
matter. Secondly, there is something 
holy about the process of setting up 
and breaking down. Preparing a space 
that will enable people to encounter the 
living God is a sacred thing. 

There are many ways you can help us 
set The Table for worship each week. If 
you are interested in being a part of the 
process, please stop by the volunteer 
table, which is located in Sisk Hall each 
Sunday. We would love to have you be 
a part of helping us turn our gym into 
a sanctuary. 

FroM The chancel, an inviTaTion 
To SongbirdS oF all ageS 
On behalf of all the members of our Downtown and Trinity Campus adult 
choirs, we extend a warm word of thanks and appreciation to those who 
have so generously contributed funds for the purchase of robes: Active 
Spirits Class, Rosie and Larry Crane, Robbie and Harold Boman, Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Freeland, Jr., Marilyn Gower, Lisa and Todd Jackson, William 
Merritt, Amy and Steve Murray, John Polo, & Susan Phillips.

And, since we were able to order extra robes, if you are looking to join the 
adult choir, we have a robe in just your size! Rehearsals are held on Wednes-
day evenings (6:45 PM Downtown; 7:00 PM Trinity) beginning August 1. 
Contact Rosemary Hughes (Downtown) or Joyce Ford (Trinity) for further 
information.

Choirs for elementary-aged children will begin on Sunday, September 9, at 
the Downtown Campus. The Joyful Noise Choir (3rd-5th grades) rehearses 
from 4:30-5:00 PM, and the Celebration Choir (K5-2nd grade) will follow at 
5:15-5:45 PM. Music and play for 3s/4s will be held on Wednesday evenings 
in the multi-age nursery at 6:00 PM.

on holy ground
By Frank Salatino 

Last Sunday someone asked me if I 
could help clean up the communion 
elements after the 11:00 AM Table 
service.  The partially used communion 
bread was broken into small pieces. I 
was instructed to take it along with the 
leftover juice to the Memorial Garden. 
Bread crumbs were to be scattered 
for the birds and juice poured on the 
ground. 

Being relatively new to the church, 
this was my first visit to the Memorial 
Garden.  When I opened the iron gate and walked inside, I experienced a 
sudden realization of what this place was.  I truly felt my feet were on holy 
ground, not simply another beautiful outdoor space.  There was something 
very different here. 

I found myself drawn to God as I carefully and prayerfully poured the 
communion juice on the ground. As I sprinkled the bread crumbs on the 
grass, I was led to pray for the birds that would come to partake. I prayed 
that they would be blessed. Then I found myself thanking the Lord for the 
lives of all the people who are memorialized there.  

As I exited the garden and shut the gate, I had the distinct feeling that I had 
just participated in a sacrament. Had I just served communion to the souls 
who are memorialized in that special place? To be honest, I am looking 
forward to doing this again.



Join your church family on Sunday, August 12, when we’ll head to 
Georgia by chartered bus for an afternoon base-
ball game between the Atlanta Braves and The 
Milwaukee Brewers. We’ll leave from the 
church after the 8:45 AM worship hour 
and have plenty of time to arrive and 
purchase food and refreshments before 
we get to our seats. Details are available 
from the church website and registration 
is now open. (www.
buncombestreetumc.
org/events). Contact 
Tom Buchanan (tom.
buchanan@bsumc.com).

Fall in children’S MiniSTry,  
SundayS and beyond
August marks the beginning of the academic 
year and the kick-off for our Children’s Minis-
try calendar. We have added some fun new 
programs to the curricula we already use and 
will of course continue Sprouts. 

Promotion Sunday is August 26. Third grad-
ers will receive their Bibles on that date. All 
children will begin their new year of Sunday 
school. Our two-year-olds will gradu-
ate from the nursery and begin their Christian Education journey. For our 
4K-2nd grade classes, we are excited to introduce Godly Play. This curriculum 
encourages young children’s innate knowledge of God through their sense of 
wonder. We are also integrating a series called Speed Sketch Bible Stories for 
3rd and 4th grade classes. This series introduces Bible stories through a five-
minute video, after which children engage in multi-sensory activities. Sunday 
school for children of all ages takes place from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM every 
Sunday morning at the Downtown Campus. 

Sprouts is a covenant group for 4th and 5th graders that meets on Sunday 
evenings from 5:15 to 7:15 PM, September through April. Each participant 
is challenged to grow spiritually through acts of compassion, justice, devo-
tion and worship. Sprouts practice their discipleship by going out into our 
community and helping those in need. Interested parents of 4th and 5th grad-
ers must attend an informational meeting on either Wednesday, August 22, 
at 6:00 PM, or Sunday, August 26, at 4:00 PM. 

Contact Gayle Quay (gayle.quay@bsumc.com) to express interest and with all 
questions.

We love a good Social…  
eSpecially When There’S ice creaM! 
The Fellowship Club, led by Carolyn 
Stirm, provided a sweet treat for every-
one who could make it on the afternoon 
of June 19. At 2:00 PM, the Confirma-
tion Classroom was filled with folks who 
filled their bowls with chocolate, vanilla, 
and strawberry ice cream. Every round 
table in the room was populated with 
smiling faces and busy spoons. Then the 
piano kicked up and one or two energetic individuals got to dancing. The 
good news? Next year we’ll do it all over again!

children’sministry

BSUMC

god’S STeWardS are on The 
March aT bSuMc – are you in?
It is exciting to witness the ways that God is strengthening our church. Here 
are a few of the changes: 

1. The adoption and ongoing transformation of the Trinity Campus of 
BSUMC.

2. The rebranding of and the financial investments made in The Table 
contemporary service.

3. The new BSUMC website.
4. The hiring of a communications director to facilitate both internal and 

external church communications.
5. Sunday greeters and a volunteer staffed hospitality desk to greet visitors.
6. New signage to assist visitors (and some members) in navigating the 

church property.

Based upon the growth in attendance, the growth in membership, the growth 
in volunteerism and the Holy Spirit’s presence among the congregation, it’s 
easy to see that God is blessing our efforts to be obedient to him. The results 
that we are witnessing are attributable to God working through those in the 
congregation who love him and are committed to being good stewards. 

Intentional stewardship creates stewardship opportunities. The Trinity 
Campus needs 50 volunteers to commit two years of attendance and support 
to that campus. The Table service needs members to commit to serve as 
communion servers, ushers, musicians and prayer ministers. The church 
website and communications effort require content from ministry areas that 
speaks to visitors, members and potential new members. The hospitality 
effort needs volunteers every Sunday to reach out to those who are seeking 
God and hope to find him at BSUMC. Finally, these and future efforts create 
the need for us to be more intentional and generous in our financial giving. 
We are literally investing in the future of God’s Church.

God’s purpose for his Church is being fulfilled thanks to those willing to give 
the financial resources, time and talent in response to God’s call. How much 
more will God accomplish through us if we become more generous stewards? 

As you see, there are many ways to “get in the game”! If you aren’t involved, 
why not commit now? To the participants go the blessings!

Information on BSUMC’s Stewardship Ministry is available on our website 
(www.buncombestreetumc.org/get-involved/giving), or contact Michael Helms 
(mhelmscpa@gmail.com). Michael serves as the Stewardship Ministry Chair.



love and baSkeTball
With her usual dedication and 
intensity, Sherri Odlazak brought 
Dribble 4 Destiny back to 
Buncombe Street UMC. Anyone 
who happened by Drake or Sisk 
Halls the last week of June can 
attest to the serious basketball 
instruction that was going on. 
Sherri, an accomplished athlete and 
former Head Coach of the Furman 
Women’s Basketball Team, started 
Dribble 4 Destiny with a mission 
of, “Empowering young people 
to embrace their God-given destiny.” Sherri and her staff aim to improve a 
child’s knowledge of the game and to model God’s love. “These goals match 
up exactly with our basketball program,” said our Director of Leisure Minis-
tries, Tom Buchanan. 

To sign up for the B-Street basketball program, visit buncombestreetumc.org/
ministries/recreation-ministry.

bSuMc Fall 2018 Schedule
Sundays at the Downtown Campus
8:45–9:45 AM—Traditional worship (Sanctuary); The Table (Sisk Hall)
10:00–10:50 AM—Sunday school classes 
10:00–10:50 AM—Sunday morning studies (Memorial Chapel)
10:00–10:45 AM—Coffee with Pastors on 4th Sundays beginning in September 
(Orders Parlor)
11:00–12:00 PM—Traditional worship (Sanctuary); The Table (Sisk Hall) 
2:00–9:30 PM—Basketball practice (both gyms with 5:00–6:00 PM break) 
4:00–5:00 PM—Cub Scouts every other week (Scout Hut)
4:30–5:00 PM—3rd-5th Grade Choir 
4:30–5:45 PM—Youth Compass; a 7-week class 
5:15–5:45 PM—K5–2nd Grade Choir 
5:15–7:15 PM—Sprouts for 4th/5th grades
5:15–7:15 PM—Confirmation for 6th grade
5:30–7:00 PM—Adults small groups and studies; some meet 5:15-7:15 PM
5:15–7:15 PM—Just Faith Group/Sprouts for Grown-Ups
6:00–7:30 PM—Youth InHouse 7th–12th grades (meet at various homes)

Wednesday Schedule at the Downtown Campus
4:00–5:00 PM—Wednesday Bible study with Rev. Roy Mitchell
5:00–6:15 PM—Community Table Meal (Sisk) 
5:15–6:30 PM—“The Apostle Paul: In Acts and in His Own Words” beginning 
September 12 with Rev. James Ellis Griffeth (301)
5:30–6:30 PM—Adult Handbells 
6:00–7:00 PM—Girl Scouts 
6:15–7:30 PM—CIRCLES 
6:15–7:00 PM—Koinonia Community Fellowship — note schedule below
6:15–7:15 PM—MarketFresh Bounty Veggie Basket Pickup from September 5 
through December 19
6:30–7:00 PM—Kids Fitness and Fun (Drake) 
6:30–8:00 PM—Boy Scouts 
6:45–8:15 PM—Adult Choir 
7:30–9:30 PM—Basketball Practice (Drake) 

Koinonia Community Fellowship Schedule from 6:15-7:00 PM
September 5—The Stringed Keys Band 
September 12—Short Stories by Jesus: “Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, Lost Son”
September 19—Short Stories by Jesus: “The Good Samaritan” 
September 26—Short Stories by Jesus: “The Pearl of Great Price” 
October 3—Short Stories by Jesus: “The Mustard Seed” 
October 10—Ephiphanie with ZOE Ministry from Africa
October 17—Short Stories by Jesus: “The Laborers in the Vineyard”
October 24—Fall Fest 
November 7—Short Stories by Jesus: “The Widow and the Judge”
November 14—Ed Kilbourne Concert 
November 28—Thankfulness and Abundant Life with Special Guests 
December 5—Moravian Christmas Lovefeast 
December 12—Children’s Musical Program
December 19—Blue Christmas Service 
NO activities on Wednesday, October 31 (Halloween), or November 21 (Thanksgiving)



Erin & Mark Davis and family

WelcoMe, neW MeMberS
Please welcome those who have recently completed the Compass Class and 
joined the church. Contact Stacy Phillips (stacy.phillips@bsumc.com; 864-371-
6084) for information about future classes.

Welcome, Kerri & Ben Barfield. The couple has three children, Ben Jr., (9th 

grade), Caleb, (7th grade), and Anne (6th grade). Ben is a general contractor with 
Brasfield & Gorrie. The Barfields make their home in Greenville. 

Welcome, Carol & David Buckreis. Carol is a retired program director, and 
David is a retired nurse anesthetist. The couple makes their home in Greenville.

Welcome, The Davis Family. Erin and Mark Davis have two children, Alexander 
& Annabelle. Alexander is a junior in college, and Annabelle is in the 11th grade. 
Erin is self-employed, and Mark is a sales executive with RW Chapman Co.

Welcome, Delisa English. Delisa is the CEO of The Blood Connection and lives 
in Piedmont. 

Welcome, Paul Hammer. Paul is a cartographer and the owner of Hammer 
Associates. He makes his home in Taylors.

Welcome, Heather & Cole Hunter. They have two children, Jackson Coleman 
Hunter (4th grade) and Jennings Franklin Hunter (kindergarten). Heather works 
at Synnex Corporation, and Cole is a Tyvek Specialist with Parksite. The family 
lives in Greenville.

Welcome, Tricia Kirby. Tricia is a stay-at-home mom to daughter Isla, age 6, 
and she lives in Greer.

Welcome, Jared McGaffee. Jared is the operations and finance manager for 
Martin & Martin Auctioneers and lives in Greenville.

Welcome, Richard Merritt. Richard is retired from sales and marketing and 
lives in Anderson.

Welcome, Jennifer & Josh Simpson. They have two children, Jack Perkins, (age 
3) and Charlotte Mercer (7 months). Josh is a trauma surgeon with the Green-
ville Hospital System, and Jennifer is an OB/GYN with Greer OB/GYN. The 
family lives in Greenville.

Kerri & Ben Barfield and family

Heather & Cole Hunter and family

Tricia Kirby Jared McGaffee Delisa English Paul Hammer

Carol &  
David Beckreis 

Richard Merritt

Jennifer &  
Josh Simpson



FroM The deSk oF 
rev. ben burT

Fear of the unknown is often scarier than the fear of the known. We 
enjoy the comfort of what is familiar and avoid new things. I am no 
different. When my family and I map out our plans for summer vaca-
tions there are two places we usually go. For me, that’s enough. Howev-
er, for the past few years there has been a standing request that we go 
on a cruise. I was not interested. I know our usual spots are good; I was 
afraid a cruise would disappoint. 

Alas, I could no longer stave off the requests to cruise. It was like every-
one around me was talking about going on a cruise in 2018. We booked 
the cruise and started making our plans. We researched the boat and 
our ports of call. We investigated what other families enjoyed about the 
same trip. In the weeks leading up to the cruise I still did not understand 
the fascination with cruising, but I resolved to be a good sport about it 
all. I knew I would sabotage the trip for everyone if I complained before 
we even got on the boat. So, I was energetic and happy to go. 

The cruise was fun. We got to relax. Most of us ate too much. We visit-
ed places we would not normally get to visit and did things we would 
not normally get to do. It was a good trip, and we are all glad we went. 
However, we do not have to go back! All things being equal, we enjoy 
our normal vacation rotation far more than we enjoyed the cruise. We 
tried cruising, and it is not for us.

The good news about trying something new is that you can usually go 
back to the old way. A lot of the anxiety that surrounds trying some-
thing new is the fear that we can never go back to what we used to know 
and love. In many cases that is not true; we can return to the things of 
the past after trying something new.

God has a way of calling us to new things from time to time. However, 
we often do not know if it is God who is calling us to something new or 
not until we try it. Remember, in most cases you can try something new 
and then go back to the old if you discern the old is where God wants 
you to be. Do not let the fear of change hamper your ability to follow 
God possibly calling you to something different.

FaQ’S becoMing a MiSSionary  
To The TriniTy caMpuS
As you already know from last month’s EMBRACE, 
each Buncombe Street member who currently attends 
church downtown can become a “missionary” to 
Trinity Campus. This is a two-year engagement. 

The following are answers offered by the Trinity Transition Team to some of 
the most frequently asked questions: 

Q: What is the significance – why would we “send” families from one campus 
to another?

A: Individuals from the Downtown congregations can transplant the essence 
of what has made the adoptive campus successful. 

Q: If I answer this call to be a “missionary” to the Trinity Campus, can I still 
attend worship services Downtown?

A: Certainly. However, the 11:00 AM, Sunday traditional service at Trinity 
would be your primary worship service. 

Q: What if there are other programs that I really need to attend Downtown 
that make it hard to arrive on time for 11:00 AM worship at Trinity?

A: Confirmation comes to mind here. Having a child in the 10:00 AM Confir-
mation Class would make getting to Trinity by 11:00 AM a tight maneuver.  It 
may be that this is not the right time for your family to make this commitment 
– completely understandable! If, however, you feel called, both the confirma-
tion leaders and worship leaders at Trinity will be understanding.

Q: To which campus should I direct my financial giving?

A: Good question. If you are attending the Trinity Campus, you should offer 
your financial giving through that campus. However, all giving ultimately goes 
into the same pot. We are one church with one budget. 

Q: What about a Sunday school class – I love my Sunday school class and 
don’t want to leave them.

A: Understandable – Sunday school is one of the things that makes BSUMC 
unique and successful. If you feel that leaving your Sunday school class would 
be detrimental to your spiritual life, this may not be the right time for you to 
take this on. If you do feel like this is something that you can handle, then you 
have a great opportunity to help foster growth, at the Trinity Campus, in the 
very thing that you value about BSUMC!

Calling all girls 12-18 years old. If you are interested in join-
ing “Jephthah’s Daughters” in singing, dancing and play-
ing instruments for various worship celebrations, please 
contact Dr. Joyce Ford (864-982-2423).



Church Staff
Alison Lister
CDC Director, Downtown 
233-5050
Andy Fox
Director of Youth Ministry
371-6094
Angela Galbreath
Communications Director 
371-6103
Ben Burt
Assoc. Minister
214-5402
Bob Howell 
Senior Minister
232-7341
Bob Powell 
Sanctuary Organist, Trinity Campus
robpowl306@gmail.com
Chris Malaska 
Church Administrator
371-6085
Cody Puck
Associate Youth Director
371-6091
David Stubbs
Director of Membership  
and Evangelism
371-6088
Emily Lynch Cupelli
Contemporary Worship Leader
emilylynchcupelli@gmail.com
Gayle Quay 
Children’s Minister
371-6089
Grover Putnam 
Parish Minister
371-6098
Julia Sibley-Jones
Endowment Administrator
720-1634
Joyce Ford
Choir Director, Trinity Campus
joyce.ford@bsumc.com
Justin Gilreath
Assoc. Minister
371-6086
Lorie Gibson
CDC Director, Trinity
414-0977
Lynn Mangum
Administrative Assistant, Trinity
233-8114
Kristin Dollar
Assoc. Minister of Mission & Outreach
371-6090
Mike Baxter 
Facilities
371-6093
Nancy Gobble 
Finance
371-6087
Rosemary Hughes 
Director of Music and Arts
371-6092
Roy Mitchell
Assoc. Minister of Discipleship
371-6096
Stacy Phillips
Membership & Ministry  
Administrator
371-6084
Stephanie Horowitz
Children’s Ministry  
Assistant
371-6104
Tom Buchanan
Leisure Ministry Coordinator
373-6461
Vance Jenkins 
Sanctuary Organist
371-6092

WorShip
The Table Contemporary 
Worship, Sundays at 8:45 AM & 
11:00 AM (Sisk)
Traditional Worship, Sundays at 
8:45 AM & 11:00 AM (Sanctuary)
Traditional Worship, Sundays 
at 11:00 AM (Trinity Campus 
Sanctuary)

child developMenT 
cenTer
CDC Board on Wednesday, 
August 22, at 12:00 PM (102)
CDC Inflatables on Friday, 
August 17, at 8:00 AM (Drake)
CDC Soccer Shots, Thursdays at 
2:30 PM (Drake)

ScouTS
BSA Troop 9, Wednesdays at 
6:30 PM (Scout Hut)
Eagle Review Board on Thursday, 
August 2, at 6:30 PM (Various)

evenTS
Annual Peanut Boil on Tuesday, 
August 21, at 2:00 PM (Truluck)
Welcoming Ministry 
Appreciation Dinner on Sunday, 
August 26, at 6:00 PM (Sisk)

recreaTion
Men’s Basketball, Mondays at 
6:00 PM (Drake)
Well-Balanced for Seniors, 
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 9:30 AM 
& 1:15 PM (Drake)

MeeTingS
Annual Conference Training on 
Monday, August 6, at 10:00 AM 
(217)
Archives Committee on 
Wednesday, August 8, at 9:30 
AM (Archives)
Circles, Wednesdays at 5:30 PM 
(Various)
Confirmation Informational 
Meeting on Sunday, August 12, 
at 10:00 AM (217)
Emmanuel’s Hammer on 
Monday, August 27, at 12:00 PM 
(102)
Executive Committee on 
Monday, August 20, at 12:00 PM 
(102)
Leisure Ministry Committee on 
Sunday, August 26, at 5:00 PM 
(102)
Ministries Leadership Team on 
Monday, August 27, at 12:00 PM 
(217)
Mission Commission on Tuesday, 
August 21, at 5:30 PM (102)
Music and Arts Ministry Board 
on Wednesday, August 1, at 
12:00 PM (Choir Room)
Narcotics Anonymous, Tuesdays 
& Fridays at 8:00 PM (217)
Nominations and Leadership 
Development on Monday, August 
13, at 12:00 PM (102)
Prayer Leadership on Tuesday, 
August 14, at 1:00 PM (115)
Scheduling Committee on 
Monday, August 6, at 12:00 PM 
(115)
Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
on Monday, August 6, at 6:00 
PM (102)
Stewardship Committee on 
Thursday, August 2, at 12:00 PM 
(102)

children’sministry

BSUMC

children
Children’s Ministry Board on 
Sunday, August 19, at 12:00 PM 
(217)
Camp Moseley, Wednesday, 
August 1, through Friday, August 3 
(Asbury Hills)
Children’s Ministry on Sunday, 
August 12, at 10:00 AM (Truluck)

WoMen
MOPS on Monday, August 27, at 
9:00 AM (Various)
What Happens When Women 
Pray Study, Thursdays at 12:00 
PM (217)

STudy
Compass Class on Saturday, 
August 18, at 9:00 AM (115)
Cultures in Conflict on Monday, 
August 27, at 6:30 PM (217)
John’s Gospel by Michael Card, 
Thursdays at 10:00 AM (217)
Sunday School, Sundays at 10:00 
AM
Young Adults, Sundays at 10:00 
AM (District Office)

The church calendar is available online.
Visit www.buncombestreetumc.org/events

b-STreeT WoMen
Attention, Ladies! You are cordially invited to come to a Fall 
Drop-In at Park View at Verdae (7 Legacy Park Rd., Greenville 
29607). Enjoy sweet and salty treats and catch up with friends 
from 6:00-8:00 PM on Thursday, September 6.

Join in a study of The Quest by Beth Moore. During this six-week 
excursion with Jesus, Beth Moore uses questions from scripture 
to lead you into intimacy with the one who knows you best. 
Learn to dig into the word, to respond to the questions of God, 
and to bring your questions before him. This study is every other 
Thursday on September 6, 20, October 4,18, 25, and November 
8, and will be  led by April Stambaugh. If interested, contact April 
(aprilstambaugh@gmail.com). Childcare will be provided. 

In the Shelter of God’s Promises, gifted teacher and inspiring 
Women of Faith speaker Sheila Walsh searches scripture for 
what God has promised us, what God’s promises mean, and 
how encounters with Christ are the eternal fulfillment of his 
unrelenting commitment to us. Through vulnerable storytelling, 
new insights, and an in-depth study, Sheila offers powerful, 
heart-filled teaching on ten bedrock promises of God, providing 
the foundation for daily confidence, joy, hope and shelter. This 
20-week study will be led by Jane Peden beginning September 6 
and will finish the first or second week of February 2019. The 
group will meet in Room 217 from 10:00 AM until 11:30 AM. 
Contact Jane (janepeden@patmosinc.com) if interested. 

Comparison Trap, by Sandra Stanley and Charles Stanley will be 
a 4-week video study. The temptation to compare is as near as 
your next chat with a friend, trip to the store, or check-in on social 
media. And whether you come out on top or come up lacking, 
there is simply no win in comparison. This study will be led by 
Kellie Herlong and will meet on Tuesdays beginning September 
11. Contact Kellie (kelliewherlong@gmail.com) if interested.

The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life study by Hannah Whitall 
Smith reveals how to make unhappiness and uncertainty give way 
to serenity and confidence in everyday life. This 10-week study 
will be led by Karen Bost on Thursdays from 12:00 until 1:00 PM 
starting September 13. Books may be purchased from Amazon 
for $6. 



www.buncombestreetumc.org/endowment

Sympathy
The church extends Christian sympathy to Carey Phelps on the death of his sister.

Memorials & Gifts
In memory of Beatrice N. Nash by Gale & Warren Ashmore, Mildred J. Kaat
In memory of C. Victor Pyle by Betty Stone
A gift has been given in honor of Roy Cureton & Larry Crane by the Active Spirits 
Bible Class

eMployee anniverSarieS
Please thank the following staff members for their service: 

Myrian Aranguren, Housekeeper, 16 years of service
Pam Miller, CDC Assistant Director, 11 years of service

Wanda Arnold, CDC Teacher, 8 years of service
Thelma Galvin, Church Nursery Assistant, 4 years of service
Denise Johnson, Church Nursery Assistant, 4 years of service
Carole Griffin, Church Nursery Assistant, 3 years of service

Jacquelyn Jennings, CDC Substitute Teacher, 2 years of service
Irina Peace, Church Nursery Assistant, 1 year of service

Michaela Evers, CDC Floater, 1 year of service
Anniea Morris, CDC Teacher, 1 year of service

kidS conTribuTing 
“My sons wanted to buy a goat, so they did a lemonade stand.” – Children’s Ministry 
mom, Erin Mercer 

These are the kinds of things we have been hearing families say after they 
learned about ZOE. Building on a foundation of local staff, community lead-
ers and local resources, ZOE empowers orphans and vulnerable children 
in African countries 
to become entrepre-
neurs who are social-
ly, economically and 
spiritually strong—
transforming entire 
communities in the process.

Support our elementary children in their efforts to purchase chickens, 
rabbits, school supplies and cooking pots for ZOE Ministry. Each grade has 
made a pledge to support the ZOE children in different ways such as: using 
an offering box at home, doing extra chores, and creating a lemonade stand 
to name a few.

 ✓ The first grade has pledged $20 for two rabbits.
 ✓ The second grade has pledged $95 for chickens, rabbits and banana 

bulbs.
 ✓ The third grade has pledged $45 for rabbits and banana bulbs
 ✓ The fourth grade has pledged $200 for chickens, rabbits, banana trees, 

cooking pots and maize seed.

Way to go kids! We are proud of you. 

greenville cop TeacheS  
children To pray
Two years ago, Buncombe Street’s Children’s Ministry 
joined the Greenville sheriff’s Adopt-a-Cop program. 
The program pairs officers with civilians in an effort 
to build mutually beneficial relationships. The Sher-
riff’s office has been overwhelmed with support. One 
Children’s Ministry family has been overwhelmed 
with the benefits of participation. 

Children’s Ministry minister, Gayle Quay, put the 
word out that our Children’s program had “adopted” 
Deputy Major Dan Acord. She informed families that Major Acord works 
alongside a canine unit to find and diffuse bombs. Reverend Quay asked 
everyone to pray for the officer in addition to encouraging families to invite 
him for dinner or send him cards. 

The Gosnell family jumped on the opportunity. Victoria Gosnell shares, 
“Every evening, our family gets together to pray. It had been a while that 
we had been praying for pretty much the same things for ourselves. When I 
heard about Major Acord and his canine partner, I thought, ‘Great, we can 
pray for them!’” With a daughter and son, ages 5 and 8 who love animals, 
Victoria saw this as a chance for everyone to learn to pray for others. 

The children, Emma and James, met Major Acord when he volunteered to 
talk about his job at Vacation Bible School last summer. They spent time 
with him again when he came to their home for supper. The Gosnells brain-
stormed together about what the officer may need to do his job. Then they 
prayed. Emma prayed for the paws of Major Acord’s then canine partner, 
Diego. All four family members petitioned for their safety on the job and also 
for discernment in confusing situations. 

The months have gone by and the Gosnells continue to spend time with 
Major Acord and pray for him. As a result, the whole family has a deep-
ened understanding of civil service and has practiced their ability to pray for 
others. 

If you’d like to support Major Acord through prayer and presence, contact 
Reverend Gayle Quay (gayle.quay@bsumc.com). To join the Adopt-a-Cop 
program individually, contact dwilliams@greenvillecounty.org.
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Worship Schedule
Traditional Worship, Sundays at 8:45 AM & 11:00 AM (Sanctuary, Downtown Campus) and 
11:00 AM (Sanctuary, Trinity Campus, 2703 Augusta St., Greenville 29605)
Contemporary Worship, Sundays at 8:45 AM & 11:00 AM (Sisk Hall, Downtown Campus)
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